










































































































































































TARIFF READJUSTMENT—1929 7875

LETTER AND AFFIDAVITS IN BEHALF OF JEFFERSON AVENUE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, DETROIT, MICH.

LETTER FROM DYKEMA, JONES & WHEAT, 2746 PENOBSCOT BUILDING, DETROIT,
MICH.
FEBRUARY 16, 1929.
Hon. RoserT H. CLANCY,
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C.

Dear-MR. CLaNcY: We understand that there is to be a hearing on the 18th
and 19th before the Ways and Means Committee on the subject of duty on car-
illons. We are interested by reason of the importation in 1925 by the Jefferson
Avenue Presbyterian Church (corner Jefferson and Burns Avenues) of a carillon
purchased for the church with a bequest of Mrs. Henry Russel. The church will
sppreciate it very much if you can interest yourself in this matter. The pertinent
facts, in outline, are as follows:

The Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church was erected in 1924 and 1925.
The carillon was imported in 1925 at a cost of £9,612 plus a duty of $3,900.73.
The church asks a refund of the duty.

The subject of duty on carillons has been presented to Congress at different
times during the past five years. There have been bills for refund of duties and
one or more bills to repeal the existing tariff. H. R. 7043 was introduced on
January 6, 1926, by Mr. Sosnowski for remission of duty on the Jefferson Avenue
Presbyterian Church carillon. The amount of duty stated in the bill was $3,400,
whereas the correct amount is $3,900.73. This bill was referred to the Ways
and Means Committee and died there.

Of the several bills introduced, we are informed that only two were acted on.
These two remitted duties on importations of a Catholic church in Providence,
R.1., and a church in Cohasset, Mass. We do not have the name of either church.
The bills now pending and upon which the hearing is to be held are for remission
of duty in certain individual cases. There may also be a generel bill.

The carillon is & musical instrument which has been described as a ‘‘musical
assemblage of bells.” The suitable place for installation is a tower such as a
church tower, the music being played on the open gir and heard in the surrounding
area.

The claimant for refund of duties contend that the carillon is not competitive
with any American product—that there is no instrument produced in America
which is comparable with those manufactured abroad. It appears that there
are only two important manufacturers of carillons in the world, one being the
firm of Gillett & Johnston, of Crovden, England, and the other the John Taylor
Co., of Loughborough, Leicestershire, England. These concerns employ methods
of tuning hells which are unknown in the United States. The result is that the
English bells render purer tones and arc capable of a much wider range. The
long and short of the matter seems to be that the English carillon is a real musical
instrument upon which more or less complicated compositions can be played,
while the American chimes are a relatively crude musical instrument. These
English carillons include single bells which weigh as much as two or three tons.
They are made of copper or a special copper composition. There appear to be
no bell founders in America who attempt the manufacture of bells on anything
like this scale. :

_The contentions of the churches are denied by the Meneely Bell Co. of Troy,
N.Y. We have heard of no other party who advocates continuance of the present
tariff.  The Meneely Co. manufactures bells and chimes and we believe produces
an instrument called a “carillon.” From the opinions of musicians which are
in the Ways and Means Committee files, it would seem that their instrument
can not be a carillon in the same sense as are those of English manufacture.

The carillon of the Jefferson Avenue Church was purchased by John R. Russel
who had been appointed a committee for the purpose. He investigated the sub-
ject as a laymen—being no more informed on musical matters than the writer—
and discovered that the opinion of musical authorities was unanimous that chimes
could be bought in this country but not a bell instrument capable of playing real
music. The bequest to the church had specified an instrument capable of play-
ing hymns. Mr. Russel consulted such nationally known organisists as William
Gorham Rice, of Albany, N. Y., and F. C. Mayer, organist, United States Military
Academy, West Point, N. Y. :
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There have been importations by a great many churches; one of the latest was
by Mr. George Booth for Christ Church, Cranbrook.

The facts alleged by the churches are abundantly supported by opinions of
musicians and other evidence. It seems that the duty may properly be refunded.
If the product is not competitive, no duty is required to protect American manu-
facturers; and since the product is one purchased for the benefit of the public,
there would seem no justification to impose & duty for revenue only.

We sent yvesterday to Clayton F. Moore, clerk of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, affidavits of John R. Russel and Alle D. Zuidema, organist of the Jefferson
Avenue Presbyterian Church. Copies of these affidavits are inclosed. They
represent only a fraction of the material which is being placed before the Ways
and Means Committee by the different claimants.

I will write Senators Couzens and Vandenberg either to-day or Monday. 1
telked this matter over with Senator Couzens some three vears ago and he was
favorable to remission of the duty. I have heard of no bills being introduced
in the Senate and therefore assume that the Senators will not interest themselves
unless action is taken in the House.

If you can find time to give this subject some attention, we will appreciate
it. We realize that we are bringing it to your attention at a very late date and
that this is an exceptionally busy time for all active Members of the House.

Respectfully yours,
DykeEMA, JoNES & WHEAT,
Raymonp K. DYKEMA.

AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN R. RUSSEL, GROSSE POINTE, MICH.

Strare or MICHIGAN,
County of Wayne, ss:

JouN R. RussEL, of the village of Grosse Pointe, Wayne County, Mich., being
duly sworn, deposes and says as follows:

1. I am, at this date, and have been for many years past, a member of the
Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church, of Detroit, Mich.

2. In 1924 T was appointed a committee to arrange for the purchase of a carillon
to be installed in a new church edifice which was then being constructed. The
funds for this purchase were derived by the church under a will which indicated
the donor’s desire to supply the church with a musical instrument capable of
playing hymns. It was deemed consistent with the donor’s intention to purchase
an instrument capable of rendering music supcrior in quality to that of the
ordinary chimes.

3. I made some investigation to determine what should be purchased for the
church and where it could be obtained. I made inquiry upon the subject of
musicians, at least two of whom are organists of national reputation. I also made
inquiry of pastors or other representatives of churches in different localities where
similar instruments had been installed.

4. My investigation convinced me (1) that the so-called carillon is a musical
instrument of distinctly more advanced type than what are commonly spoken of
as chimes; (2) that the music produced by a carillon is music of a distinctly higher
order than the music of which ‘“chimes” or the ordinary bells are capable; and
(3) that a carillon such as I am referring to could be obtained only in England.
These matters were not indicated by my investigation to involve debatable
questions. The views of the several authorities whom I consulted were unani-
mous. They regarded it as a scttled fact that the products of American manu-
facture in this field were in no sense comparable to the carillons which could be
purchased abroad. .

5. I do not wish to be understood in connection with the foregoing as making
any statement of whether the carillon in a technical, musical sense is, or is not 8
product of American manufacture. I would not be qualified to express any view
from a technical standpoint. In my investigation I was concerned only with the
matter of obtaining an excellent musical instrument of the type in which the musc¢
is produced by striking bells. My investigation disclosed that persons qualified
to judge of the matter were unanimous in their opinion that the only musicsl
instrument available which would properly fulfill our requirements was a “caril
lon” of foreign manufacture.
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6. Following my investigation of the subject, the Jefferson Avenue Presby-
terian Church purchased a carillon of 23 bells of Gillet & Johnston, of Croydon,
England. The carillon was installed in the church, is played by the church or-
ganist and renders music of a high order. It is played every Sunday and on other
appropriate occasions. The music can be heard for some distance and is appre-
ciated by residents in the neighborhood and members of the public who pass
near-by streets. The public is undoubtedly benefited by the presence of the
instrument in Detroit.

7. The cost of the carillon consisted of the following items:

Sept. 8, 1925, paid to Gillett & Johnston_________________________ $9, 612. 00
Sept. 15, 1925, duty paid to collector of customs at Detroit. $3, 821. 93
Oct. 22, 1925, duty paid to collector of customs at Detroit_ 65. 66
Oct. 30, 1925, duty paid to collector of customs at Detroit . 13. 14

—FF 3,900. 73

Total. - oo 13, 512. 73

All of the above items were paid by checks of Union Trust Co. as executor or
trustee. The importation was made by and in the name of Jefferson Avenue
Presbyterian Church.

Further deponent says not.

JorN R. RusskL.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 14th day of February, 1929.

[sEAL) Mary M. LegaulT,
Notary Public, Wayne County, Mich.

My commission expires February 14, 1931.
AFFIDAVIT OF ALLE D. ZUIDEMA, HIGHLAND PARK, MICH.

StaTE or MICHIGAN,
County of Wayne, 8s:

ALLEE D. ZuipEMa, of the city of Highland Park, Wayne County, Mich,,
being duly sworn, deposes and says as follows:

1. I am organist of Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church, of Detroit, Mich.,
and have held this office for upwards of 10 years.

2. I play the carillon installed in the new Jefferson Avenue Presbyterian Church
building in 1925. I qualified myself as a carilloneur in order to be able to play
this instrument.

3. I am familiar with the more important carillons which have been installed
in various cities of the United States. These instruments are, without exception,
of English manufacture. I am also familiar with chimes and bells of American
manufacture.

4. The American-made instruments are not fairly comparable as musical
instruments to the carillons of English manufacture. These instruments are all
musical assemblages of bells. The quality of music which they can produce
depends upon the tone qualities of the bells. The bells made in England are
distinctly different from, and superior to, the bells found in instruments of
American manufacture. The methods by which these bells are tuned cause them
to be, not only a superior, but also an essentially different, product from the
bells made in the United States.

Further deponent says not.

ALLE D. ZuibEMA,

Subseribed and sworn to before me, this 15th day of February, 1929,

[sEAL.] Mary M. LEGgaULT,
Notary Public, Wayne Counly, Mich.

My commission expires February 14, 1931.
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