
CHIMES' . AND CHrMERS. 

The New Fifth A. venue Carillon. 

On the 1st of .Tuly,' 1745, the: old collegiate 
town of Lou.vain, iii Belginm. was early astir; 
and its good citizens; arrayed in holiday cos­
tume, poured ou~ from' every door and join­
ed the crowd c,f visitors, among whom were 
many of the most famous Belgian musicians 
--connoisseurs and amateurs-who bad come 
to listen to the efforts of \he competfvJrs for 
the im;ortant t)03t of carillonneur, or chimer, 
at St. Peter's Church. There were five appli­
,c:ints for the position, which was to be gh·en 
to the best performer. Great pains had been 
tRken to make the trial perfectly fair, three 
pieces having been selected, which were to be 
played at sight and in the order indicated by 
the slirs. which the performers were to drnw 
by lot. so that the judges might not know who 
we, playing at 3DY particular time. 

Although M Coret, who played fi"t, did 
t':tccedingiy well, aIJd the bkill of )I. Van 
Orie~~che, who played thlnl, wa.~ much ad· 
ru1rcd, nevertheless the decision was in favor 
ot the fifth 111al last performer, who turned 
out to be ~tatthias Van den Gheyn, then only , 
t,a;,·nt} r .. ur yr·an old, a.fterwanlq, perhaps, 
t Le most cell hrarul carillu11r.eur and organist 
in p.,.}gium 

Tl,c~ ,,1ri!l"n" wcrl' played with a davccin, 
, r I.Py board arranged before th!' performer 
ir. -Pmi tooPs srn1ilar to an or::pn Only 10 
p '"e ot str1k10g the kiys with his fin~ers th~ 
p< rformer strurk a eh!lrp blow on eal'h note 
v. ,t.L bi, fist ~ lrdcd hy a lea'her covering. 
A !tho1Jgb one might think that, owin~ t() thi~ 
npparrntly C'Um!Jer<-ome m!lllntr ,,f playing, 
n••D*' IJ11t the c;1mr,test musit eou!d be perform­
<,! ht ill the mMceau:z fugues of Von den 
Liu.:.> n (fifty compositions, i,y the way, wW< h 
n .,rrvl\ ly es<.apt,tl bemg lost,, wlucli 111: phlyed 
oo the hells c,f ::lt. Peter q, are as.;odate,.I by 
man) perl-OD~ with the fugue5 of Bach and 
Handel, and are dahorate even when played 
upon the puwo Potthoff, a blmd organist 
and mr.Jlnr, Il,)ayer, of Amsterdam, e:i:eruted 
f11,?!l l'S and ,Jiffirult air;; ,,n hells w1tb W()n,l•·r­
!t. l ,kill ooh\ 1tb~tao<ling that every key rt 

,, 1 r, •I a f•,r• '- l" 1:.i:il t·> the w'.'ight ,,r two 
]·"' l !'ld-

\ ltli•,u!!h the iot1·rest 10 bell-playmg has 
a.m,,,t p:-..•se<I f\way with the art, we Rboul,I 
c .. t toe suq,ri,;cd if ll dcutled 1nterc~t w1>re 
·,.,, ,1-•·nld in tt11, city ,,n the <aulij~ct hy an 
c· , (,•· rilli .. nl .,., h11 h will prc,lml,ly lie tried with 
a, 1,111 ... ,,f l•Pll>< to l,e lmng Ill tLc t , wer of 
l'-t Thoma.~ s < 'bnrch. on r'Lfth n·cnuP This 
cl , m" ,., Uw ~,ft vf :\Ir T ii W.1:ter, of 
\\ · -• Forty '"th !'lre~t 1lS B memt')rial 

Ii ,- fat! ,, r, an•I is s:ud to be IIO 

t• n• mil ,., ill be, "me so w•:11 known from 
1,uog tl1(' oniy "up-town · chime, and espc· 
, ,a; Jy as 1ld tones will sc,on grow familiar to 
tli ,. throng who will p:iss it m going to an<l 
fr ,,m the Park, that the Collowin~ brief de . 
._, r-;,t111n of tl1t·se bell,;, which we find in the 
Tr"y T11r.o1 of .h.ne 23, may not prove un 
1 r. ter«;tm~ 

1,.,,,r!!•· \Y ,varrPo. th!' <li.;tm!!111-he,l ur­
p1n1-t and u1ref'tor of music a\ Ht Tl.10ma" ~ 
, It 1r• t: '\, w Yurk ,~ in tL1s city the l,'11<·,t of 
th• · 1{1•\ l>r T •, ki·r :\Ir Warn·n il' her ,· to 
in~r,,., t 'lDd :1 \·e t hP finol test to a d.11m• ,,f 
!,dis whit h U,e 'ifossr, ~lenccly ha,,· been 
-1aktn~ for ..:.t. Th omni-'., (,burcb, and yester­
•' ..1} ulkrn,,on f.P, with a number of invited 
frwoili,, v1l.1tetl the West Troy fuundry for 
that purpo!>e The chuue con,,i ,;ts •Jften bells, 
t !,l t, u, ,r "r hea\·iei;t bell wdj!.'hs some twenty­
c,,d,t huC;,Jrt·,l p•,unu ~. and is tuned to E rlat, 
c·, ,n, ·ert pitch The wholP chime weighs 
J,,. ,,;,; f'Pn t<·n an,! l'leven tliuusanJ 1,ounl,. 
7be bells were tested to the satisfaction of all 
rrl'~nt 110,! ,lrcw forth from :\Ir W!U'rl'D and 
t<ev. l>r Tuckn terms of hi~ht!st prn1.5e, not 
l•Dly for the nrhnPS~ anrl punty of tone, but 
itb,, for tlw uniform quahty of the sa.we, aou 
ti, v. omkrf ... l cvcr..n-:ss of the ~r ,1le Tbe 
ol t ,;srs )11.:neely mu.st l,e highly (!ratified tu 
r,, , l\·e ,11<"11 ~tr"n~ encomiums fr1Jm two "' 
th ,rough and tompNent ju·l~rs. and 1t 1s 
w1tlioui dc,uht, one of the most perfect Lhi1ms 
1 n r ea..qt •n thB couutry ·· 

~lr W .1rr.,n ha, takPn grl'at c11re that ti.tis 
c l, 1111e shall he in tune anti accord with the 
t,r .;,i.n .\. lar !e tuning-fork WllS maJe, by 
L,, r,•']nr,t, a! the f,)IJodry, aori then tuned 
t .. 1'l11lharmonic pitch by the ChtC'kerin~ 
'1 tac ',lf ~~r<- ',fcn•·cly IH'l"P tnne•l the b .. 11, l', 
artly with Ilic fork , anti ba~e taken even 
n ,• •re tl, ,m tht If Hsuo.1 pl'in~ w 1th th·· sc:alc vf the 
t•·ll~ an•l the 1 1.,tin.r fully 'lpprcLhti1..1!.'. th 1t a 
J". rf,, t lLrnn in the tuw1.:r of the hanJ,;,,mc 
( I .m ·h of :--t Thomas will m'lterlally atld to 
ti>< 1r reputation a..-, leading l>ell nnkers. 

Tbcorganst, Mr Warren, hopes. in adtlition 
1 .. the ordmary manon of rin>1:1D~ the "" II,; , 
t,, have them conn<'<.:ted w1tli the M! LD hy 
c lt ·r· tnr action, that the chur..:: m •Y t 1ke 1t.,; part 
in thP r•u0l "111,ic of Christma.'i and E-i.~ter 
'f,, t.111.s •.'D•l 'lr II L H.,osc,elt, tbt: ~ e ll kn,,wn 
c..r .::;'lo l,uiltlcr an<l ehictr1ci.an, has d vi.set! 
a , di• !LP wt:.i, b hl c:uar:10t1c'! will ti,· a perfect 
Sulcess if adopted by the vestry It cons1si,, 
t,f u. httlc key t.oartl, place1l r ·mvrniently t11 
tb1· right lw.n,l uf the vrgunist, a Lu11le vf 
('IP'\"Cll 1nsulatl'd wire, r 111rn10,; fr , •Ill the , 1m 0 

t , , the hell -l'bamlier in the tower Th• r,· 

'I\ .. ult! l,e till Lle<:tro- pneum,itu ,1p;)artl' ll'I Ill 

ti,, , h:iml,er unt.l1·r the hells, inllnd1n..: ,,r 11 
n .1•, "r,.:·,n 1,,.1],,w;, a L1~li pr"5f UJC .rn-1 tLu 
-, :1!: I r., ,. m.1t1<. l,ell,,\Vs, 11ne fu, earh ' " II the 
1: ... tm 11,r .. t. ,,•nt fr,,111 ti.le or;10 k·') huarl 
l•t'• ng ,,uffi, u:nt t,, txpanJ th<. t':iall l,ellow,;, 
(•·xactly tL'l with org·m pncumllllr k"Y action,, 
nnkin~ •1 ,tr•JD!! and Juert struke of twelv1· 
in, IH·• 11r m• n·. anti wi_th an I r q,,.t ,ty of 
rh! thm !h 1t the hell-musw m1!!ht r•·11•11re 
1\lr HnosevPlt. who, we believe, 1,, thP inYentnr 
:111,l (''I'• nt• ·c of thi" km,J of clc<.tr1s: ·1,. : i•m, 
:,u,, , --fu lly applie,I it in ro1nntrting the two 
vn: ·11,, in ~r. Thum..,;'s Ch• rch f.,11r yt·-~, UJO, 
an I Wt: tru,t ui.s plllD will h.1.\"e a Ca' r t ·al. 
j.,- q·rtawly tbe mu.,ical and chur, h ~"' n,! 
p1,L l 11 will Ill.' mu,.h intcr ... ~t,·J ID the car.y· 
in· , -.. t 11f - ,, 111tnesting an expenru ~nt. 




