CHIMES - AND CHIMERS,

The New Fifth Avenue Carillon.

On the 1st of July, 1745, the old collegiete
town of Louvain, in Belgium, was early astir;
and its good citizens, arrayed in holiday cos-
tume, poured out from'every door and join-
ed the crowd of visitors, among whom were
many of the most famous Belgian musicians
—connorsseurs and amateurs—who had come
to histen to the efforts of the competitors for
the immortant post of carilionneur, or chimer,
at St. Peter's Church. There were five appli-
cants for the position, which was to be given
to the best performer. Great pains had been
taken to make the trial perfectly fair, three
pieces having been selected, which were to be
played at sight and in the order indicaied by
the slips. which the performers were to draw
by lot, so that the judges might not know who
was playing at any particalar time.

Although M Loret, who played first, did
exceedingiy well, and the skill of M. Van
Driessche, who played third, was much ad-
mired, nevertheless the decision was in favor
ot the fifth asd last performer, who turned
out to be Matthias Van den Gheyn, then only
twenty four years old, afterwards, perhaps,
the most celcbrated earillonneur and organist
in Belgium

These curillunas were played with a <lavecin,
«r hey board arranged before the performer
in ~emi tones similar to an organ  Only 1
p ice ot striking the keys with his fingers the
pcrformer struck a sharp blow on each note
with hi- fist guirded by a lea*her covering.
A'thongh one might think that, owing to this
apparently cumbersome manner of playing,
n«oe but the simplest music could be perform-
! still the morceauz fugues of Van den
Gheyn (fifty compositions, by the way, which
narrusn ly escaped being lust), which he played
on the bells of St. Peter s, are associated by
many person: with the fagues of Bach and
Handel, and are claborate even when played
upon the piano Potthoff, a bhnd organist
and cardion player, of Amsterdam, executed
fuznes and difficult airs on bells with wonder.
ful <kill notwithstapding that every key r«
qirnd a force eyual to the weight of two
Jounds

Although the interest in bell-playing has
a.nost passed away with the art, we shoalil
pot e surprised if a decided interest were
4% ihencd in this city on the suhject by an
cxpeniment which will probably be tried with
a hime of bells to be hung in the tower of
=t Thomas s Church, on Fifth wvenue This
chme 15 the oift of Mr T i Waiter, of
West Forty sinth street  as 8 memorial

f Lae futher, und i8 sud to be so
oo and wall become go well known from
bapyg the only ** up-town ° chime, and espe-
C1aily as its tones will soon grow familiar to
the throng who will pass it 1n going to and
from the Park, that the following brief de.
~orption of these bells, which we find in the
Troy Tumes of June 23, may not prove un
1Gterssting

teeorge W Warren, the distingui~hed or-
gani<t and director of musie at St Thomas s
chirch New York 13 in thus city the gquest of
the Rev Dr Ti ker Mr Warren is here to
inspect and nve the final test to a clume of
bells which the Messrs Meneely have been
~1gking for “t. Thomas's Churceh, and yester-
4y afternvon Le, with a pumber of invited
friends, visited the West Troy foundry for
that purpose  The chune consists of ten bells,
the tenor or heaviest bell weighs some twenty-
ezt hunidred pounds, apd is tuned to E tlat,
concert pitch The whole chime weighs
between ten and cleven thousand pounds.
The bells were tested to the satisfaction of all
resent and drew forth from Mr Wurren and
itev. Dr Tucker terms of highest praise, not
only for the richness and purity of tone, but
aiso for the uniform quality of the same, and
th wonderful evenness of the seale  The
Messrs Mcneely must be highly eratified to
rcave such strong encominms from two so
through and competent judges, and 1t 138
without doubt, one of the most perfect chines
«ver cast 'n this country

Mr Wurren huas taken great care that thus
«lime shall be in tune and accord with the
orssn A larze tuping-fork was made, by
Lus request, 2t the fonndry, and then tuned
to pilharmonic pitch by the Chickerinrs
1he Measrs Meneely have tnoed the bells ex
actly with the fork, and have taken even
n.ore than thair usual peins with the scale of the
twlls and the cisting fully apprecinting that a
perfect chime iothe tower of the handsome
! arch of St Thomas will materlally add to
tLoir reputation as leading bell mukers.

The organst, Mr Warren, hopes, in addition
to the ordinary manner of rinzing the bells,
to have them connected with the orzin by
clectrie action, that the chure may take its part
in the carol music of (hristmas and Easter
Tothis end Mr H L Roosevelt, the well known
orzan builder and electrician, has dJ vised
a scheme which he guaranties will be a perfect
success if adopted by the vestry It consists
of u Little key hnard, placed eonvenicatly to
the right hand of the organist, a cahle of
eleven 1nsulated wires running from the sime
t. the bell.chamber in the tower Thire
would be an clectro-poneumsatu apparatus o
the chamber under the bells, indludins or b
nary orzan bedlows, a high pressure and ten
~ allp oo wmatic bellows, one for each bell the
Ceotric throb sent from the orzio Koy boarld
being safficient to expand the ginall bellows
(»xactly us with organ poeumatic key action),
making » strone and direct stroke of twelve
inches of mere, and with anv rapulity of
rhythim that the bell-music mwght require
Mr Roosevelt, who, we believe, is the inventor
and patntee of this kiad of electric action,
succ~~fully applied it in conoecting the two
orausin St Thumas's Che reh four years 240,
an | we trast his plan will have a fa'r t-al,
fo- certainly the masical and church going
pubhc will be much interested 1o the car.y-
in * out of <o interesting an expermment.






