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THE DAVIS 
MEMORIAL CARILLON 

REDEDICATION 
October 8, 1983 

A 35-bell carillon, installed in a temporary wooden 
tower, was dedicated in appreciation of the life and ser
vice of President and Mrs. Boothe Colwell Davis, on 
June 12, 1938. The carillon as it is rededicated in 1983, 
expanded to 47 bells hung in a permanent enclosed 
tower. completes the project envisioned at that time. 

REDEDICATION 
PROGRAM 

10:30 A.M. 
Dr Edward G. Coll. Jr. . . 

"d t .Alfred University' Presiding Pres1 en , 

GREETINGS from _the bells o!~e~gricultural and Technical College 
Hinkle Memonal Tower• 

. , Hall the Village of Alfred 
Fireman s • · Ch h 
The Alfred Seventh Day Bapust urc 

SWINGING PEAL on the Davis Memorial Carillon 

PLAYING OF " SONG OF THE BELL" 
(words and music by L.C. Randolph) 

By the roaring , roaring ban~ of the old Kanakadea, 
Oft I've lingered in the spnngttme long ago 
While the waters rushed along, and the hills took up the song, 
And a gentle voice was calling sweet and low. 

Q, I hear the echoes ringing from the belfry on the hill, 
And the song inspires my heart to do and dare; 
Calling me to love and duty. calling me to faith and prayer, 
For the bell is ringing, ringing, ringing still. 

INVOCATION: The Reverend David S. Clarke '41 

WELCOMING REMARKS: President Coll 

HISTORICAL VIEW: Margaret Wingate Rase '42 

TIIE REDEDICATION PROJECT: Dr. S. Gene Odle, Provost, 
Alfred University 

RIBBON CUTTING 

TOWER VISITATION 

CARiilON MUSIC: Joanne Droppers, University Carillonneur 

Alma Mater . . .... . ...... . . . .... .......... . ... L. C. Randolph 

Kanakadea !ribute (composed for this occasion) ... Joanne Droppers 
Fantasta 
Variations on ''O God, Our Help in Ages Past'' 

Alfred Sui~e .. .... .. . . ...... . .. . .. . .. .. . .. . . Kamiel Lefe'vere 
Morning 
On the Campus 
Evening Bells 

Yankee Doodle Boy . ...... . ........ . .... .. . . George M Coh 
(Arranged as a duet by Frank P. Law and played by Mr i.a a~ 
Mrs . Droppers) · wan 

Frank Pechin Law will play a dedi atory recital at 4 · 30 th·1 f · s a ternoon. 





ARCHITECTS 
STATEMENT 

As it stood in 1981, the Davis Memorial Can/Ion was 
open structural steel tower approximately 70 feet high an 
The bells were hung in three rows at the top of the · 
tower beneath a wooden roof The canllonneur's cabin 
was hung beneath the lowest row of bells. Access to the 
cabin and the bell level was by means of a sen·es of steep 
stairs within the open framework of the tower. 

The program for enclosure included provisions for a 
visitor on'entation and museum space, a carillonneur's 
office, and an expanded playing cabin to enhance the 
use of the carillon 11.f a teaching instrument. The ar
chitectural program included maintaining the clan'ty and 
simplicity of the structural steel tower, providing better 
access to the new levels, and improving the acoustics. 

The intent of the design is to create a structure which i's 
beauttful to the eye just as the music of its bells is 
beautiful to the ear. The perceptive visitor to the tower 
can expen'ence the sense of mystery and wonder, the 
fragmentary glimpses of natural and manmade har
monies, that the perceptive listener can expen'ence in a 
disttnctive pt'ece of music. 

The result, like a counterpoint in crystal, is a new 
bronze glass tower nsing within the angina/ structural 
steel framework, extending beyond it to the east to 
enclose a new and gentler stair. The glass tower houses 
the visitor on'entation and museum space on Level I, the 
can"/lonneur's office on Level 2, an open observation 
deck and the bass bell camage on Level 3, and an 
enlarged can"/lonneur 's cabin on Level 4. The cantlon
neur ts now seated among the bells, and the shortened 
mechanical linkage from the playing console to the 
higher bells allows for a more responsive playing techni
que. The acoustic resonance is greatly improved by the 
addition of rubber-tt"/ed concrete surfaces above and 
below the bells. 

As it now stands in 1983, the Davt's Memonal Carillon 
embodies Fnedrich von Schttler's concept of architecture 
~s frozen music. An exploration of the tower ts a concert 
zn form and space. 

Philip B. Prigmore, 1983 

the Voice of Alfred, s Carillon 

;~tween the heavens and tke earth we stand God' 
To lift men 's hearts and bring the~ nezr to ind . 
Earth-born we were, but now we rt e t e w , 
Shout to the thunder, ~hisp~r to the sta;,s., 
Call to the hills: ''Be Joyful tn the Lord. 

Elsie Binns, 1938 
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