
ALFRED MAY BUY 
9 BELLS HIDDEN 
FROM NAZI ARMY 

Negotiations U n d e r Way 
With Belgian Owner; Price 
Of $40,000 Set; University 
To Get First Chance 

Sprclnl lo The DurrALO Evr.NJNO Nr.WII, 
ALFRED, May 12.-Nlne ancient 

carillon hells whose owner burled 
thrm In Dolglum to kcop them out 1 

or Gt'rmnn hnncln ln two wnrR mny 
some clny he ncldccl to Alfred Unl
vcm1lty's cnrlllon It 1m!Clcicnt !unds 
cnn ho rnlsed to !lnnnce their pur
chase. University o!lfclnls recently 
received n cnblegrnm trom the 
owner or the bells thnt •he wlll glve 
first choice to Alfred, though others 
nre seeking them. 

'fhc price, however, has risen to 
$40,000-more than double the fig
ure set on the bells prior to World 
Wnr II, when, luck of !unds here 
made It Impossible to complete 
negotiations. In fact, a price o! 
$47,000 hncl been quoted, but this 
figure was reduced during recent 
correspondence. 
Now In Sweden 

Just how the bells were kept 
away from the Nazis hasn't been 
told fully. It Is known, however, 
that their owner secrl'tly dug them 
up Crom the, old Belgian estate 1 

where they hncl heC!n concC!nled so 
long nnd smuggled them to Swe'clen, 
where they are now in storage. 

The nine bells, cast In 1674 by 
Peter I-lemony, would provide the 
lower range or tones needed to 
double the scope oC the present 
35-hC!ll carillon, according to Al
fred's cnrillonncur, Ray W. Win
gate. The 18 smalll'r Hcmony bells 
which arc part of the present Al
fred cnrlllon, once hung In a Bel
gian campunlle with the nine larger 
bC!lls now in Sweden. 

Would Tune In Correctly 
The I-lemony bells now hanging , 

In the Davis Memorial Cnrlllon on 
Alfrt:!d's cnmpus Wl'rl' hrought here 
In the Sumnwr oC 1937 aCter n !und--· 
raising campaign headed by Dr. 
Lloyd Watson, member o! the Al• 
!red lnculty, Also In the carillon 
are bells cast by Gcotge Dume1·y 
between 1748 and 1786 and by A. 
Van den Ghl'yn In 1784. 

University President J. E. Wal
ters said the addition of the nine 
bells to Alfred cnrlllon would pro
vide a Hemony series such as no 
other carlllon has. Experts have, 
advised the university that the ad
ditional bells would tune In correct
ly with those now hanging in the 
Alfl'ed tower. " 


