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that the history of bells of variable types, including 
those of note, be collected in one volume to benefit 
future generations in the appreciation of what bells 
have meant to individuals and nations.

Funds fro mthe sale of the 1st edition of this book by 
D.A.R. members are to be credited to the Valley Forge 
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the valuable information included in this book which 
is dedicated to Mrs. J. B. Patton, President General, 
N.S.D.A.R.



published by 
Lahke Bros.

Cincinnati, Ohio

Printed in U.S.A.



Preface

BELLS OF ALL STATES was named to specify the 
bells of each state that hang in the Memorial Tower at 
Valley Forge now completed.

The object of this book is to financially help the pro
ject with profits from the sales of the 1st edition of this 
book.

The Tower was built to honor men and women who 
have rendered patriotic service in the preservation of 
the ideals of our Founding Fathers by the Daughters of 
of the American Revolution.

The book is dedicated to the President General of the 
D.A.R., Mrs. James B. Patton, who has served the Society 
as one of its most efficient and best loved leaders. Mrs. 
Patton’s term of office will close with the 1953 Conti
nental Congress and it is in tribute to her efforts to pro
mote the patriotic work of the organization and her na
tion that it is hoped that each member will help to make 
this book a success.

During the compiling of this book, the author was 
inspired to organize the Bell Study Club of Cincinnati 
and Ohio. Its object is to obtain valuable information 
on bells and to encourage the preserving of history of 
bells throughout the nation and the world. This club 
is affiliated with the United Hobby Clubs of Cincinnati 
and Ohio, of which the author is Life President and 
Organizer.

Grace E. (Mrs. 0. B.) Kaiser



Introduction

My inspiration for compiling this book of Bells of 
all States came after attending the Southwest District 
meeting D.A.R. in Georgetown, Ohio, September 1951, 
following the State Chairman’s plea for funds for the 
Valley Forge Project.

ft came to my mind that if money was so needed, 
why not write a book about the history of bells and 
have all the proceeds from the sale when sold by D.A.R. 
members aid in raising the needed money for comple
tion of the tower which was erected to honor the men 
and women who have fought to preserve our nation s 
freedom.

This book of bells is dedicated to my dear friend 
Marguerite C. Patton, President General (1950-53) 
whom I have held in highest esteem because of her 
sincerity love and earnest undertaking to make our 
country a better place to live. By her untiring efforts 
to keep our country’s traditions, she has continuously 
labored for the betterment of mankind against subversive 
activities. She has proven worthy of the office that she 
holds.

My love and best wishes go out to her for continued 
success in her patriotic efforts and we as D.A.R. will 
stand behind 100% to help her in her goal to preserve 
our nation from destructive forces and defending, pro
tecting the Constitution of the United States whatever 
the cost may be.

God bless America! May she ever be a land of the 
great and home of the free.

Grace E. Kaiser, Author (Mrs. 0. B.)



Foreword

The activities of Grace E. Kaiser (Mrs. 0. B.) in 
many patriotic movements is greatly appreciated by all 
who know her. She has compiled “Bells of All States” 
for the benefit of the Valley Forge Bell Tower, a memor
ial erected by The National Society of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution to honor the brave men and 
women who sacrificed, fought, and died to preserve our 
nation’s freedom.

Mrs. Kaiser organized the Indian Hill Chapter, D.A.R. 
and it is acting as its sponsor.

She is a talented writer and author. The United 
Hobby Clubs of Cincinnati and Ohio were organized by 
her, and she is the life president of all these organiza
tions that are contributing toward the publication of 
“Bells of All States.” This interest is a patriotic gesture 
in behalf of this worthwhile project, and in order to 
free this publication from expense, all proceeds taken in 
from D.A.R. sales are to be contributed to the Valley 
Forge fund.

This book is dedicated to Mrs. James B. Patton in 
appreciation of her loyalty and outstanding leadership 
as President General, N.S.D.A.R.

The author, Mrs. Kaiser, is listed in The International 
Blue Book (1941 and 1948-49); Women of Ohio; 
Authors & Writers Who’s Who, London England (1948- 
49); Who’s Who in the Midwest (1949 ; Who’s Who in 
the Central States (1947) ; American Women (1939-40) ; 
World Notables Who’s Who (1950).

She has written on an interesting subject in a most 
interesting way.

Martha Kinney Cooper
(Mrs. Myers Y.)



MRS. JAMES B. PATTON 
President General, Daughters of the American Revolution
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Dedicated to Mrs. Marguerite Patten 
Pres. Gen. of D. A.R.

President General March
By Mrs.O.B.
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VALLEY FORGE
The beauty af the lovely church, which stands upon the hill 
And overlooks the valley there, recalls the hardships still 
Of those brave men who gave their lives, according to God’s will. 
Though hungry, unequipped and worn, they fought for what they knew 
To be a cause for right and truth, and conquered with a few 
Courageous, upright, stalwart souls, who struggled yet, anew.
This church which stands at Valley Forge expresses gratitude 
To God, the Maker of those men and that for which they stood. 
The great ideals that they upheld with strength and fortitude. 
Adjacent to this place of God, now stands a partial shrine 
Which, when completed, then shall be a thoughtful spot so fine 
That everyone who visits there will feel a power divine. 
The heart wtihin the listening horde, with proud emotions, swells; 
This place of sanctuary, calm, a poignant story tells; 
This tower, a memorial with carillon and bells.
A room, containing precious gifts, denotes ideals secure;
Through stained-glass windows high above, the light shines soft and pure 
May God pour forth His blessing on this shrine; it shall endure.
The tramp of feet in retrospect comes on the listening ear, 
The bugle call, the reveille of those who knew no fear. 
Sounds o’er that valley mid those hills, enduring, strong and clear. 
As sponsored by the D. A. R., this project is an aim 
To keep alive the spirit of those men of truth and fame 
Who fought for us and suffered, too; we thank Thee in Thy Name.

—Barbara F. Allen
Regent, Faith Trumbull Chpt., D.A.R., Norwich, Conn.
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The Carillons of the United States
A widespread appreciation of bell music has been a part of 

the American tradition since the Revolutionary War, but it was 
not until 1856 that the first carillon was sounded in America 
over the campus of Notre Dame at South Bend, Indiana.

America’s first musical bells, a chime of 12 notes, were 
hung in the Old North Church in Boston in 1774. Chimes were 
composed of bell-notes corresponding to the white keys on a 
piano, while a carillon includes bells corresponding to both 
black and white keys.

The carillon is also 
as many as the 72 bells 
York City.

much larger than the chime, including 
found at the Riverside Church in New

Connecticut as a state has more than its share of carillons. 
There is the 30-bell carillon of Trinity College, housed high 
above Hartford in the tower of the Chapel for the past 20 years, 
one of the nation’s rarest musical instruments. There are about 
60 carillons in the United States, and of these. Trinity College’s 
instrument ranks 34th in number of bells and 32nd in age, 
while its largest bell is the 20th heaviest in the country.
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Besides the Trinity carillon, there is a 25-bell American-cast 
instrument at St'. James Church in Danbury, Connecticut, a 23- 
bell carillon at Caterbury School in New Milford, a 31-note set 
at the Congregational Church in Storrs, and a 35-bell installa
tion at the First Presbyterian Church in Stamford.

Notre Dame’s Carillon

The carillon of Notre Dame University, South Bend, Ind., 
the first in North America, consists of 23 bells. It is situated 
in the Chapel of Our Lady. The Chapel as we see it today is a 
replica of the original, although the location remains the same. 
The original Chapel remained in use until 1848 and was destroyed 
by fire in 1856. The construction of the replica Chapel was 
completed in 1906 and is still in use.

The building is very picturesque. It stands on an elevated 
section of land near the shore of St. Mary’s Lake. The small 
one and one-half story structure is built of logs which are sealed 
together with cement, and as one enters he finds on the right 
side a painting depictnig a pioneer congregation assisting at 
Holy Mass. The interior of the Chapel with its brown walls and 
floors of plain pine wood illustrates an atmosphere of simplicity.
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Carillon in Boston, Mass.

A unique 25-bell carillon hangs above the sidewalk on the 
front of the store of Whittemore Assocaties, Inc., in Boston, 
Mass., and serves two purposes. One is purely advertisement. 
Inasmuch as Whittemore Associates are direct represetative of 
the Holland foundry of Petit & Fritsen, and the melody of the 
bells is supposed to serve as an influence to church and civic 
groups to add carillon to their edifices. The other purpose, 
according to Whittemore, is to promulgate singing in the midst 
of the traffic and throngs of hurrying wayfarers—“to lift men’s 
spirits above the level of the moment.”

Carillon at St. Paul’s School, Concord, N. H.

The carillon of 2.3 bells in the tower of the Chapel at St. 
Paul’s School, Concord, New Hampshire, was constructed in 
1933. The bells are from the foundry of Gillett & Johnson, Ltd., 
of Croydon, England. The largest, 47 inches in diameter, weighs 
2,308 pounds, and sounds the note F above middle C; the small
est, sounding F two octaves above that of the largest bell, weighs 
56 pounds and is ISl^ inches in diameter.
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This carillon is played from a keyboard which is in the 
room directly below the bell-chamber. Five of the bells are 
connected electrically with the tower clock, and ring the West
minster quarters, the hour being struck on the largest bell.

World’s Highest Bells

Mounted on pedestals between columns outside the 46th 
story of the Metropolitan Life Insurance Tower, New York City, 
are four large bells, which claim the distinction of being hung 
twice as high above the ground as any others in the world.

These bells were constructed by Meneely Bell Company, 
Troy, N.Y., a firm consisting of father and three sons, whose 
ancestors cast the first bells in America. The bells are of the 
following weights and tones—1500 pounds, G; 2,000 pounds, F; 
3,000 pounds, E flat; and 7,000 pounds, B flat. Four notes are 
struck at the first quarter, eight at the second, 12 at the third, 
and 16 at the hour, followed by the hour stroke on the large bell.

Riverside Church Carillon, New York City

The carillon of the Riverside Church, New York City, is 
considered the largest and heaviest carillon in North America 
today. It had originally 53 bells, given by John D. Rockefeller, 
Jr., in memory of his mother. Today, it comprises 72 bells, the 
largest of which weighs 40,880 pounds, note E.

Burton Tower, Ann Arbor, Mich.

Located in the Burton Memorial Tower of the University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, is a 59-bell carillon, cast by 
John Taylor Company, at Loughborough, England. The largest 
bell weighs 24,300 pounds, note D sharp.

The present University Carilloneur is Professor Percival 
Price, a former president of the Guild of Carilloneurs of North 
America.

Carillon at Albany, N. Y.

Albany was the first city in the United States to possess a 
municipal carillon. This was built, by popular subscription, in 
1927 in memory of the soldiers of World War I, constructed and



installed by the John Taylor Company of Loughborough. 
England.

The 60 bells give 47 tones, the upper 13 bells being dupli
cated in order to produce greater volume of sound. In its 
carillon, Albany preserves in enduring bronze the names of 
many of the persons and organizations prominent in its civic 
life, and never in any carillon have so many bells as at Albany 
each carried an inscription.

The words on lhe largest bell, the Community Bell, “Peace, 
Industry, Prosperity, Joy,” describe the progress of the city. 
“Heaven’s choirs are looking out,” is the message of the Art Bell, 
the words being taken from the old Dutch poet. Van den Vondel. 
Bell number three, given by a daughter in memory of a dis
tinguished father, takes its motto from Ecclesiasticus and de
clares, “Let us now praise famous men and our fathers that begot 
us.” and so on, as all the bells carry messages from a variety of 
donors and their tributes to the great.

The highest bell in the .Albany Carillon is 154 feet above the 
street. The bell chamber is 130 feet above the street. They key
board in the carilloneur’s room, from which the bells are played, 
is about 12 feet below the largest bells which form the lowest 
tier of bells.

Luray, Virginia, Singing Tower

-13- California BaofisH Coffeq.



The Luray Singing Tower, officially known as the Belle 
Brown Northcott Memorial, contains a carillon of 47 bells and 
is a gift to the ctiy of Luray by the late Col. T. C. Northcott and 
his daughter, Mrs. Katherine Northcott Graves. It was dedicated 
in 1937, “with the hope that it may be of cultural value and 
provide pleasing entertainment not only to residents but also to 
the many travelers who visit this friendly town.” The largest of 
these bells weighs 7,640 pounds, with a six-foot diameter—the 
smallest 121/^ pounds. Total weight of the bells is 36,170 
pounds.

World’s Largest Carillon

The School of the Ozarks, Point Lookout, Mo., will house 
within its chapel tower when completed, the largest set of bells—, 
ninety-six—of any carillon in the world.

Constructed at a cost of $90,000, through anonymous dona
tions, each bell will be of the modern tubular type weighing 400 
pounds and will have a greater volume and a superior quality of 
tone than a cast bell of the same tone weighing as much as 5,000 
pounds.

The School of the Ozarks was established in 1906, and today 
its 300 pupils are recruited from the Ozark hills from among the 
boys and girls who are unable to meet the tuition and schooling 
expenses. Their elementary education is presented to them by 
the school’s benefactors. This project is now under construction 
today. Being delayed on account of boring through heavy rocks 
while digging foundation for Chapel.

Carillon at the Culver Military Academy

The carillon in the Memorial Chapel of Culver Military 
Academy, Culver Indiana, is a set of 51 tuned bells presented 
by the Amon G. Carter Foundation of Fort Worth, Texas.

With Kamiel Lefevere, Mus. Doc., Carilloneur of Riverside 
Church, New York City, as consultant, the bells were cast and 
tuned by Gillett & Johnston of Croydon, England, a firm of 
world-wide reputation.

The Bourdon, or largest bell, weighs 6,200 pounds and is 
65 inches in diameter, sounding the note B natural. It is also 
equipped with a mechanism alowing it to swing. The smallest 
bell weighs 17 pounds, is seven inches in diameter, and sounds 
the note D natural four octaves above. In addition, there is an
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electro-pneumatic mechanism for sounding Westminster quarters 
and automatic play on 14 of the largest hells.

The memorial for which the carillon of this famous military 
school peals is hest described by the inscription on its largest 
bell: “I ring for the freedom that they, whose names are here 
enshrined, fought so valiantly to defend.”

Memorial Carillon of Norfolk, Virginia

The Memorial of Norfolk, Va., is in form a carillon tower, 
carrying upon its walls and tablets bearing the names of soldiers 
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who died in World War I, and containing a carillon of 23 bells. 
The tower is of Norman architecture, designed and built by 
Messrs. Sproatt & Rolph, architects of Toronto, Canada, and by 
Schultz Brothers, of Brantford, Canada.

The structure is 60 feet high by 22 feet square. It stands 
at the corner of the high school campus, upon the bank of the 
River Lynn, and adjoining the handsome cement bridge on Nor
folk street. In the strength of its lines and the rugged beauty 
of its finish, the lower has been pronounced a noble work of art.

Upon the east front, facing the school, is a tablet to the 
memory of 12 former pupils of the Simcoe High School who 
made the supreme sacrifice. Flanking the beautifully carved 
entrance are tablets in honor of 217 men of Norfolk who gave 
their lives in the first great world struggle.

The carillon of 23 bells, weighing 8,561 pounds, was made 
by the famous bell-founders, Gillett & Johnston, of Croydon^ 
England. The bells are connected with a hand clavier or key
board, and also with an automatic playing machine. Upon the 
bells may be played a great variety of music, ranging from such 
masterpieces as Beethoven’s “Ninth Symphony” to familiar 
selections like “The Blue Bells of Scotland.” Upon the tenor bell, 
weighing 1,568 pounds, the hours are struck by a Westminster 
ciliming clock, and the time is shown on four clock faces, each 
seven feet in diameter.

The cost of the Memorial was met by popular subscription 
from citizens and from church and secular organizations.
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BELLS OF ALL STATES

These bells of all states hourly acclaim 
Assuarnce that Peace shall forever remain 
Here in this country, that others may see 
The value of peace in homes of Liberty.

These bells of all states ring out from this tower 
To specify God’s great magic power.
Harmony in song ring out here each day 
Appealing to men of all faiths to pray.

Father, in reverence, we now pray to thee. 
Protect Thou our Land, in air, land and sea.
Be thou our Guide in all that we do 
And problems of State, confide all to you.

father, be with us every step of Life’s way 
To preserve here our Freedom each coming day.

(Mrs. 0. B.) By Grace E. Kaiser

—Dedicated to Mr. Melon Corbett, Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Guild of Carillonneures of North America. He was 

the first man to play the Bells of Valley Forge.
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The Washington Memorial Carillon-

Valley Forge, Pennsylvania

The above view shows the carillon being installed on the 
temporary tower adjoining the Washington Memorial Chapel at 
Valley Forge. So rich is the Chapel in tribute to the founders of 
the nation, it was most aptly named “The Shrine of the American 
People” by President Woodwrow Wilson on a visit there during 
the soul-testing time of World War 1. It is visited yearly by 
thousands of patriotic Americans.

The bells were originally installed as shown on this slightly 
raised platform until the tower in which they now reside was 
built.

The late Reverend W. Herbert Burk, D.D., Founder and 
Rector of the Washington Memorial Chapel, was extremely fond 
of this carillon and on many occasions wrote the manufacturers 
expressing his deep appreciation of their work, and telling of 
various persons of great influence, musical ability or national 
leadership who had heard the bells and expressed their delight 
with them to him.

Doctor Burk was greatly interested in the installation and 
watched most carefully to see that no bell was injured while 
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being pul in place. He is shown in the foreground of the center 
picture.

The Valley Forge Carillon is one of the finest in the world, 
each of the forty-eight states are represented by a bell, gift of 
the states, various patriotic organizations, principally Daughters 
of the American Revolution. The largest bell weighs just under 
four tons.

They were manufactured and installed by the Old Meneely 
Bell Foundry, Watervliet, New York.

The Carillon at Valley Forge

The story of the Valley Forge bells begins with the purchase 
and installation of the National Peace Chime, back in 1926. The 
original program of the dedication of that chime of bells shows 
the 1.3 state bells, and the National bell, which made up the set. 
The words “Not Given,” in the list of bells, refers to the fact 
that some particular bell had not been paid for at the time the 
bells were dedicated.

After the original dedication, came the Ohio bell, note B, 
weight 6400 pounds, the second largest bell of the carillon-to-be, 
which was installed and dedicated in 1928.

Then followed the Illinois bell, note B flat, weight 8000 
pounds, in 1930.

In the spring of 19.31 enough bells were added to form a 
21,2 octave-range carillon of 27 bells, and in the early summer 
of that same year nine more to make the three octave range. 
This 36-bell carillon was used from that time on, several small 
bells which were added in the years after 1931 not having been 
connected to the clavier. In adding the bells in 1931, the 
founder took back all the bells except the Ohio bell, to re-tune 
them for use as a carillon, resulting in the present beautiful 
bells of the lower register.

In 1936 the Texas bell was added, a low C sharp, weight 
about 4800 pounds.

In 1950, nine of the bells in the upper register were recast 
for better tuning and the last, and smallest, octave of bells is 
now ready to be hung along with the others in the new tower 
This carillon is now completed with 49 bells, four full octaves.

— 19 —



Late in June, 1952, the carillon was dismantled, in order to 
reinstall it in the belfry of the new tower, then already built to 
the height of the bell-deck. Mr. Corben, who was first to play 
these bells, again played the bells before they were dismantled 
June 1951.

As individual bells were given, after the first dedication, 
they were dedicated with appropriate ceremonies.
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I

The Carillon in the Sqldiers’ Tower

University of Toronto, Canada

A carillon was installed in 1927 in Soldier’s Tower at the 
University of Toronto, Ontario, by Messrs. Gillett & Johnston, of 
Croydon, England, and was dedicated at the Centenary Celebra
tion of the University on October 7 of that year.

Costing $25,300, including the clock, the carillon was the 
gift of graduates, students and friends of the University in 
memory of nearly 700 students and graduates who gave their 
lives in the First World War.

There were 23 bells in the original carillon, ranging in 
weight from 140 to 7,728 pounds. They were cast and tuned
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on the Simpson five-tone system, in which the harmonics were 
brought into accord with the strike note, producing a rich, pure 
and melodious tone. They were of alloy of pure copper and tin, 
sand-blasted to present a clean, smooth surface. The clappers 
were accurately proportioned to give the most musical tone from 
each bell, with special attention paid to the balancing as to 
allow for the most delicate touch and at the same time, a fully 
powerful blow when required.

Last year, 18 new bells were cast in Holland for this caril
lon, making now 41 bells in the tower, ranging in weight from 
20 pounds to almost five tons. The enlarged carillon gives J. L. 
Richardson, the University Carilloneur, a much greater scope, 
offering, as he says, “the difference between basic English and 
the rich vocabulary of an accomplished speaker.”

The bells were cast at the Van Bergen Foundry in the 
Netherlands village of Heiligerlee, which has been casting bells 
since 1795.

The Peace Tower of Ottawa, Canada

The Peace Tower with three sections of front wall cut out to 
show position of clock mechanism, bells and Memorial Chamber,
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A 53-bell carillon was installed in Ottawa, Ontario, by 
authority of Parliament to commemorate the Peace of 1918 and 
as a part of a Dominion Memorial to the first World War.

It is situated in the Peace Tower. The bells were cast by 
Gillett & Johnston, of Croydon, England, the largest bell weigh
ing 22,400 pounds, note E.

The carillon was inaugurated July 1, 1927, with Percival 
Ponce playing. The present Dominion Carillonneur in North 
America is Robert Donnell, Musical Advisor of the Guild of 
Carillonneurs in North America.

Recitals are given in Ottawa’s Peace Tower regularly through
out the year, and additional recitals are given on Dominion 
holidays. On special occasions, a clock strikes the Westminster 
quarters.

Large.st Swinging Bell in the World

Church of St. Francis de Sales, Cincinnati, Ohio



CINCINNATI BELLS
Cincinnati, Ohio, has long ranked among the world’s leaders 

in the manufacture of bells, the earliest known bell foundry 
being established in that city in 1814. During the early part of 
the 19th century, Cincinnati, gained nationwide fame for the 
quality of its bells, their sweetness of tone and their fine work
manship.

When Don Pedro, the Emperor of Brazil, visited the Queen 
City in the early 1800’s one of his first requests was to be 
escorted through the celebrated bell foundries.

Today, the Catholic Church of St. Francis de Sales, in Cin
cinnati, is the proud possessor of the largest bell in America 
and the largest swinging bell in the world. This truly wonderful 
bell measures nine feet in diameter at the base, is seven feet high 
to the top of its crown, and the diameter of the wheel is 15 feet. 
Although the bell and mountings complete weigh 35,000 pounds, 
the bell is so perfectly balanced that four men can easily ring it. 
The clapper, in itself, weighs 640 pounds. The bell, however, is 
no longer swung when rung, due to the intense vibration set up 
which originally broke the windows of stores and homes in the 
surrounding neighborhood.

Among other famous Cincinnati bells are those of St. Peter’s 
Cathedral, weighing 12,000 pounds. Ths church has the dis
tinction of having the first priest ever ordained in the United 
States buried in its sanctuary. Then there are three bells weigh
ing 4,300 pounds in St. John’s Church, three bells weighing 
6,500 in St. Mary’s Church, three bells weighing 3,000 pounds 
in St. Augustnei Church, and a 2,000 pound bell in St. Joseph 
Church. The old Trinity Methodist Church, whcih played an 
important foie in the history of American Methodism, houses 
three famous bells weighing 7,000 pounds.

The Covenant-First Presbyterian Church of Cincinnati is 
proud, too, of one of its swinging bells, even though it is not of 
hometown make. It is one of the few known existing swinging 
bells constructed by the famed Revere Foundries of Massachu
setts, founded by Revolutionary hero Paul Revere. It is believed 
that this bell was transported to Cincinnati by some of the early 
Presbyterian pioneers from New England.

The Cincinnati Work House owns a 404-pound bell, which 
it purchased from one of the Queen City foundries in 1871 at a 
cost of $168 and which is still in use. It is still rung as an “all 
is well” signal to the institution’s guards.
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THE BELLS

Were I a poet, I would write
Of God’s great gifts to man, 

Of life itself and comradeship.
The home, the town, the clan;

The earth and sea that yield us food.
The sun, white clouds, the sky.

The scenes that stir men’s hearts and souls,
Wide plains and mountains high.

These other gifts that come from God,
Men’s talents, skill and zeal.

That satisfy our wants and needs.
Our hoped-for things make real;

And things of heauty, sweet of sound.
That soothe, inspire and please.

The sculptured marhle, painted scene. 
Books, songs and symphonies.

And then some verses I would write
In heartfelt words to tell

About a great yet simple thing
That time has wrought—the bell.

At first a crude and tinkling thing.
But through the ages grown

Until a perfect form attained.
With sweet and mellow tone.

At eventide, when all is still,
Afar its message floats

Of cheer and comfort, prayer and praise. 
In liquid, clear-tongued notes.

And when in tune from steeple high
Bells’ voices come in chimes. 

They bring again the glad, sad glow
Of other where and times.

And when life’s work is o’er and done.
Though briefly hearts grieve more. 

The tolling bells, as Heaven awaits,
Will help throw wide the door.
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Oh, well I know that other men 
Throughout the centuries.

Have writ in vivid faultless verse 
Of these same memories.

But I would add my feeble words 
To tell how feeling swells

And overflows when e’er I hear 
The peal of wondrous bells.

So this I know, a blessed gift. 
Bells come from God above.

And bring to all who will but list 
Assurance of His love.

By Walter A. Draper
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RAILROAD BELLS

The Southern Railway System has presented more than 300 
mellow-toned bells from retired steam locomotives to churches, 
schools, camps (YMCA, YWCA, Girl Scout and Boy Scout) and 
other organizations during the past five years. Nearly all the 
bells have gone to the South—the territory served by the railway 
—although some have journeyed to strange and far places.

One hangs in a tiny chapel high in the Rockies at Bailey, 
Colorado; another sounds its call to worship from a mission 
church in an Indian village in Nicaragua. One shining brass 
locomotive bell was greeted with a dance of welcome in a jungle 
clearing in French Cameron, West Africa, by the people of the 
mission village of Mengale. Early this year a bible school in 
Pinar del Rio, Cuba, received a gift bell.

The Southern’s first gift of a locomotive bell to a church 
was in 1946 when the President gladdened the hearts of the 
congregation of the Moravian church of Bethania, N. C., by 
presenting a bell from an old steam locomotive to replace a 
treasured church bell destroyed by fire. In August of that year 
one of the Southern’s regular newspaper advertisements told the 
story of the “Bell for Bethania.” After that, the deluge.

Letters bearing requests for bells poured in from churches 
and schools throughout the South, the country and finally from 
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outside of the United States. At first the Southern could happily 
say “yes” to most of these deserving congregations. As the rail- 
way’s purchases of modern diesel locomotives retired more and 
more steam locomotives to the scrap yard, the bells from these 
old “iron horses” were polished, engraved and presented to 
those who had requested them.

But not even the rapid dieselization of the Southern (retiring 
steam locomotives from service and making their bells available 
for gifts) could keep pace with the growing demand for bells. 
Because a newspaper advertisement had been too effective, in 
an unexpected fashion, the Southern found itself fresh out of 
bells by the middle of 1948 (65 had been given to schools, 
churches and other organizations).

Bell seekers could only be assured that their quests would 
be filled ‘first come, first served” just as soon as bells became 
available. This promise has been kept—to the tune of an addi
tional 235 bells in the intervening three years. And still the 
letters come!

Even now, after having presented more than 300 locomotive 
bells, the Southern has a file of unfilled requests for almost 
that many more—with little prospect of being able to fill them 
all. But as the bells become available, they are still being given. 
The railway takes pleasure in knowing that the old bells are 
still serving, in a different way, the South and the people that 
they served so long atop the Southern’s “iron horses.”
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BELLS OF MASSACHUSETTS

The story of bells in Boston and throughout its neighbor
hood is quite interesting and unusual.

In North America there are only six places where change 
ringing is practiced today—up to this year of 1953. These 
changes are found in the Anglican Cathedral Episcopal Church 
in Boston, the Roman Catholic Cathedral of Vancouver, British 
Columbia, the Mitchell Tower in the University of Chicago, 
Christ Church in Philadeljihia and the Groton School Chapel, 
Groton, Massachusetts. Occasionally these bells are rung in 
Boston where there are 10 to 15 bell ringers. The chimes most 
frequently heard in America and famous the world over are 
called Westminster Quarters, so named from the Tower of the 
House of Parliament, London. They are connected with the 
tower clock and the chimes ring on the quarter hour. The big 
bell tolls daily regularly every hour.

The few rings of bells in America that claim some degree 
of antiquity are found in the steeple of the Old Christ Church, 
known as Old North Church, Boston, and are still in use today, 
they have eight bells, the first peal of bells that was brought 
into Boston. Two sets of these chimes came to Boston in the 
18th century, the other set went to Charleston, S. C.

This Old North Church in Boston was founded in the year 
of 1723. Its first pastor was Timothy Cutler.

The subscription for these bells was begun by Revolutionary 
patriot John Hancock and Robert Temple, church wardens, in 
1743 and was later completed by other church wardens, John 
Gould and Robert Jenkins, in 1744.

These bells were cast in Gloucester, England, by Abel Rud- 
hall.

It was on November 8, 1745 that the first peal of these 
bells was heard from the Old North Church Tower. These 
chimes are the oldest, smallest and least musical, but most 
interesting in the world. The tone is shrill. The drowns (the 
lowest not bell in the series produced by a given bell) are out 
of tune in almost every instance; in fact, not a bell in these 
chimes gives a perfect chord, either major or minor. They are 
the most interesting because they are the only one of three chimes 
that were made in England and the first chimes to ring out in 
America, because the inscriptoins on the bell are quaint, and 
also that these chimes hung in the tower of a church from which 
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Paul Revere was given the historic signal that the British were 
coming, the night he made his famous ride. The eight bells 
form a scale in the key of F. They are pitched upon the follow
ing notes in order given, beginning with the tenor bell, which 
is the largest of all eight bells in the chimes, F, G, A, B flat, C, 
D, E, F. The largest bell in these chimes weighs 1545 pounds.

Up to 1869 Boston did not possess a second chime. In that 
year, however, the Arlington Street church was built by Jonathon 
Phillips and gave the chimes of 15 bells, to which a 16th was 
added two years later in order to increase its musical scale. The 
total cost of these chimes was $5,000. The bells are arranged in 
the Key of D.

The Arlington chimes were cast by Henry T. Hooper & Co.
In the United States a chime usually consists of eight bells 

attuned to the eight notes of the octave or diatonic scale. In 
nearly every case a bell attuned to the flat 7th is added so that 
the chime may produce music in two keys.

A “peal” is said to consist of three bells attuned to the first, 
third, and fifth tone of a scale. Where four bells are used, the 
octave or eighth tone is added.

“Tubulars” consist of a series of metal tubes suspended 
from a framework of wood. The tubes or bells hanging from 5 
to 10 feet in length and from 8 to 15 bells. They are struck at 
the upper end with hardwood-tipped hammers. These hammers 
work on levers to which are attached wire cords falling to any 
length desired and but little muscular force is used to manipu
late them.

A carillon differs from a set of chimes in that it is stationary 
and is struck only when the chimes are swung. A carillon in
cludes not only notes of the major scale but the sharps and flats 
A carillon contains at least 25 bells and is arranged to be played 
either by hand or machinery.

The first carillon was originated in the low countries 
abroad, because the land is flat, the sound travels better, and 
also for a longer distance. Belgium and Holland are famous for 
their carillons.

Every important Dutch town had a carillon. A number of 
these famous bells were destroyed during the late World War. 
One hundred of them were made into cannon at that time. 
Thirty of these carillons were in Holland, twenty in Belgium and 
fifteen in France.
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There is only one place around Boston, to our knowledge, 
that has change ringing of the old world. It is practiced at the 
Groton School, where a ring of eight bells is heard. These 
Groton bells are rung by a guild of boys year after year. The 
Master of the bell-ringers always rings the bells with the boys 
and the second Master conducts the ringing of the bells. The 
eight of the tower of the Church of the Advent were cast by 
Whitechapel firm from whom the Groton School imported their 
set of bells.

One chime in Beverly, Mass., in the St. Mary’s Star of the 
Sea Catholic Church, is a peal of bells which is operated by an 
electric attachment. It is said, by people who have lived in 
Boston, that when these bells were installed with the electrical 
connection this church became the first in the country to have 
a Call to Prayer controlled by a pushbutton. The bells are three 
in number.

Although the first electrical bell still rings abroad, 110 
years, back in 1840, when electricity was new, a scientist con
nected 2500 tiny batteries and attached them to a bell. At that 
time Queen Victoria was a child, yet the ball of this bell still 
rings in England today. It is sealed in a glass case in a cupboard 
at Carendon Hall, Oxford. Ths bell has tinkled for five gener
ations, though this chime rings very slowly and runs down at 
times. It then picks up again and can be heard two or three 
yards away.

In the dome of the Christian Science Temple, in Boston, 
there is a chime of 11 bells. They are operated by chains 
attached to the anchor-shaped clappers which hang within each 
bell. These chains pass over pulleys to pine rods which hang 
through the floor of the belfry and down to the player far below. 
There are five bells equipped with hammers which strike the 
rim of the bells from the outside. These hammers are released 
by wires. Four of them play the Westminster chimes three times 
a day. The biggest bell tolls the hour of the day and is operated 
also by a hammer.

A similar set of chimes is called the twin bell to the 
Christian Science Church chime and was placed in Fairhaven 
.Memorial Church which was built for the H. H. Rogers Native 
Tower. The Harvard Church of Brookline has a chime con
sisting of nine bells in its tower which were presented by one 
of its parishoners. In the tower of Grace Church, Medford, and 
St. John Methodist Church, in Watertown, there are also chimes.

A fine set of i bimes is in the upper loft of the tower of the 
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First Congregational Lnitarian Church on Highland Avenue, 
Summerville. They were cast by the successors of Paul Revere 
Foundry Co. at the cost of $4,000.

For the first time in 30 years back in 1901, April 19, the 
first church bell of Boston rang out again for the St. James 
Episcopal Church in Cambridge. A reception was given at that 
tine to its members and parishoners who had just bought it. 
Its remnant historic New England bells bear in large letters the 
name of its maker, Paul Revere. It was cast by him in 1792 for 
the Second Church on Hanover Street, but when the Society 
moved it became the property of the First M. E. Society which 
bought the old church building and worshipped in this church 
until the city decided to widen Hanover Street. This church had 
to make way for progress and modern improvements. The old 
bell was taken dow'n and carried away to be stored, where it 
remained for 30 years unused. The M. E. Society still retained 
possession of the bell until later it was sold for $500. It was 
bought by St. James Parish and was taken to the chancel beside 
the lectern and will remain there until time arrives for it to be 
hung again in place—after the blessing. This bell was tolled 
by the sexton, George Bromley and John Dodge who had been 
a vestryman of this church for many years.

The First Baptist Church, in Newton Center, i.s one of the 
few churche.s in the neighborhood of Boston which has a semi
detached tow’er, somewhat like a campanile, like the one of St. 
Mark’.s in Venice. In this tower is a chime of 10 bells given by 
members of the parish. They have no automatic attachment. The 
player used old hymns of the church, which ring out each Sun
day. Some of Amsterdam runs are rung out on these chimes. 
These chimes, like the other old chimes of Boston, are heard a 
half-hour before the services on Sunday, also on Friday and are 
played on all patriotic days. This set of bells is of special 
interest because they were given to the church by the author of 
the song “.America.” Rev. Smith was the pastor of this church. 
His song “America” was the first song ever played upon the 
chimes.

Grace Episcopal Church, in Newton, has a set of chimes 
^vith 10 bells. There are several churches in Boston and in sur
rounding cities as well, that have a few clock towers which have 
been equipped with tubular bells. One of the best of these sets 
is installed in the All Souls Unitarian Church, at Roxbury.

Previous to 1770, almost all bells were imported from 
Whitechapel and Rudhall Bell Foundry, England, two of Eng
land’s greatest bell foundries. One of the most notable bells was 
our well-known Liberty Bell.
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Paul Kevere cast his first bell in 1792. He sold it to the 
brick church in Hanover Street, Boston, 2nd Church in Cam
bridge, St. James Episcopel, afterward known as the Cockeral 
Church. It was so named because it had a Rooster standing on 
its steeple. From a musical standpoint this was very tinny in 
sound and its tones shrill. After the Revolutionary War, Paul 
Revere rushed impetuously into the business of making bells. 
He capitalized upon his heroic act and famous ride. He knew 
very little about this specialized art of making bells and had 
very little knowledge of the right core and scope to form a bell 
mould. He was a practical ringer, however, with determination 
to succeed. Undaunted by previous mistakes, he gradually im
proved his method of bell making given him by his son. He 
sent his son, Warren Revere, abroad in 1804 to study and inspect 
the great foundries of England. From experience and from the 
information his son gathered while abroad, Paul Revere, in 
1815, turned out a bell under his son’s supervision that was 
considered his masterpiece. This bell hangs in King’s Chapel, 
Boston. It has a very peculiar harmonic overtone. This fact 
alone is what marks it a very unusual and distinctive bell.

He was criticized by a friend of his in the following letter 
found among his papers letters and notes. This letter tells about 
his bells not being up to standard. Here is a copy of the letter 
found written by one of Paul Revere’s best friends, a Dr. 
Nichols, Boston, October 28, 1816, which explains the above 
comments on the bell making of Paul Revere:

Dear Friend:
Since the arrival of the new bell at the Old South 

Church it has been said respecting the one cast for the 
Stone Chapel, I assure you, as a friend, and for the 
future credit of your Foundry, that it is necessary you 
should do something to harmonize the sound and give 
it greater power and vibration if you ever wish to have 
your name celebrated as a bell founder. I am a friend 
to all American manufacturers and strongly advocated 
in your behalf that you should have the casting of the 
bell but I am sorry to say I am sorely disappointed in 
my expectation. I hope your pride will be aroused to 
pay due attention to this sincere but friendly hint.

Anon.

Despite this protest which Revere dutifully filed, the bell 
still hung in place and this explains its peculiar tone to a shorter 
length of vibration than the older bell imported from England 
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which impressed anonymous so favorably by comparison. His 
16 children kept Revere busy casting bells for hundreds of 
churches and townhalls throughout New England from 1798 to 
1828 when Revere & Son cast the last bell. Out of 398 bells cast, 
78 bells were still in extensive use 20 years ago, but today there 
are known to be only four in use. Paul Revere died in 1818. 
Joseph Warren Revere carried on the Foundry until 1828. Dur
ing this period, the Newbury bell, now in the Tyler collection, 
was cast. This business was taken over by The Revere Copper 
Co. in 1828. After that date no more bells were made.

Revere cast two bells for the Frigate Constitution, the first 
of which was swept away, according to tradition, in the famous 
battle with the Guerrierre. Paul Revere made a bell for Howard 
College in 1808, but it cracked and was replaced in 1836.



STEAMBOAT BELLS

Rich in bell history are those which have been carried down 
through the years by America’s river steamboats. Many of these 
roof bells have signaled their messages and alarms from more 
than one steamer, being transferred, sold or bequeathed to suc
cessive boats as former owners perished in fires, explosions or 
other distaster.

Many of the plantations along the lower Mississippi, that 
historic highway of the river steamboat, are now adorned by roof 
bells from famous southern packets. Other famous steamboat 
bells have been “retired” to museums and memorials. The roof 
bell of the sternwheel America, captained on the Mississippi by 
L. V. Cooley of New Orleans in the early part of this century, 
now serves as this famous riverman’s grave marker. The roof 
bell of the fast and famous Betsy Ann, is now in the Smithsonian 
Institute, along with the roof bell of the last and most famous 
Kate Adams. The roof bell of the U. S. Light House Tender 
Steamer Golden Rod now reposes in the Museum of the Society 
of Sons and daughters of Pioneer Rivermen at Marietta, Ohio.

These stemboat bells speak a language all their own to 
the men of the river. There are the signals when the boat is at 
landing. Six taps of the roof bell means “stand by.” Three taps 
means “all ready.” One tap means “let go,” and when this is 
followed by one tap, it means “all gone” (meaning all fastenings 
have been released and the pilot is in position to proceed). 
While the boat is running, one tap means to heave lead on the 
port, and two taps means to heave lead on the starboard. 
The rapid ringing of the roof bell at any time is the fire alarm.

The roof bell serves a big purpose during those “pea-soup” 
fogs which requently peril river traffic. A steam vessel lying 
“to,” or temporarily moored to the bank on account of for or 
falling weather, when a fog signal is heard indicating the ap
proach of another vessel, gives one tap of her roof bell if lying 
on the right bank, and two taps of the bell, at intervals of not 
more than one minute, if lying on the left bank. These bell 
signals are continued until the other steamer has safely passed.
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STREET CAR BELLS

Fred C J Dell, Director of Exhibits, American Transit 
Association, 'is nationally known as an authority on the history 
of street car bells, which is his hobby.

The pictures in this book show Mr. Dell’s collection of bells 
from thirty-three states. They have been received from Railway 
presidents, general managers, plant superintendents and other 
friends of Mr. Dell making an outstanding and unique collection.

Shown in an accompanying illustration is the old Horse 
car dating back to 1875. The bell was suspended from the horse s 
collar and made of bronze. It was originally a part of the equip
ment of the now extinct Georgetown Washington R. R. between 
1863-1893, when the horse car was operated in‘ “W J?',® 
was stated in a booklet of Mr. Dell s bells, DELL S BELLS, 
written by George H. MacMurray. The horse car continued in 
operation in New York until 1897.

Another illustration shows a street car used about 1907. 
Trolley and electric cars were very popular in 1898 after the 
High Water cars used in Cincinnati in 1907.

The oldest bell in Mr. Dell’s collection is more than 80 years 
old. The most recent more than 25 years old.

Mr. Dell lists these states and donors of his streetcar bells, 
which is probably the only one of its kind known.

Arkansas—Arkansas Power & Light Co.
California—Market Street Railway
Colorado—Colorado Spring Interuban Railway
Connecticut—^The Connecticut Company 
Delaware—Delaware Electric Co. 
District of Columbia—Capitol Transit Co. 
Florida—Tampa Electric Power Co.
Georgia—Georgia Power Co.
Illinois—Chicago Surface Lines
Indiana—Ft. Wayne Southwestern Railway
Kentucky—Louisville Railway
Louisiana—New Orleans Public Service Co.
Maine—Bangor Hydro Electric Co.
Maryland—The United Railways & Electric Co.
Massachusetts—Eastern Massachusetts Street Railway
Michigan—Grand Rapids Railroad 
Minnesota—Northern State Power Co. 
Missouri—Kansas City Public Service Co.
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i\ew Hampshire—Manchester Street Railway
i\ew Jersey—Public Service Coordinated Transport
New Jersey Atlantic City & Shore. R. R.
i\ew York—Interborough Rapid Transit Co.
New York New York State Railways-Rochester
New York New York Railways
New York Second Ave. Railroad
New York New York Police Department
North Dakota—Northern State Power Co.
Ohio—Cleveland Railway
Ohio Cincinnati Street Railway
Oregon—Portland Traction Co.
Pennsylvania—Philadelphia Rapid T ransit Co.
Pennsylvania Pittsburgh Railways
Rhode Island—United Electric Railways
South Carolina—South Carolina Public Service Co. .
Tennessee—Memphis Street Railway
Texas—San Antonio Public Service Co.
Utah—Utah Light and Traction Co.
Virginia—Virginia Electric & Power Co.
West Virginia—Charleston Interurban Railroad
Wisconsin—Wisconsin Public Service Co.
Hawaii—Honolulu Rapid Transit Co.
Street cars have been the subjects of romantic songs, such 

as the tuneful one of recent years, “THE TROLLEY SONG,” 
and, of course, “Cincinnati Ding Dong.” Mr. Dell still prefers 
the clang of the trolley on rails, to the blasting honk of the 
trolley bus.

INTERESTING REEL COLLECTIONS
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The familiar old American farm 
bell owned by Christian Wald- 
schmidt (140 years old). This one 
is owned by Mrs. 0. B. Kaiser, of 
Cincinnati, Ohio.

This is a Chinese dinner gong, 
table and candle holder, and 
Chinese goddess, from the collec
tion of Mrs. 0. B. Kaiser, Cincin
nati, Ohio.

Here is a collection of altar bells owned by Mrs. 0. B. 
Kaiser of Cincinnati. From left to right—An altar bell of India; 
an altar bell of Italy; and old Flontine bell; an altar bell of old 
Mexico; an old England gold bell, used as an altar bell; and 
an English sixth-century bell.
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Depicted here is the 
Walter P. Dolle 
collection of bells, 
in Cinncinnati, 0.

Widely known as a col
lector of rare bells, Mrs. 
Lyle Ringland, of Nor
wood, Ohio, is shown 
here with her fine collec
tion. She is the President 
of Bell Study, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, organized by Mrs. 
0. B. Kaiser in November 
1952.
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A rare collection owned by Mr. Elvan Dudgeon, Dayton, 
Ohio, President Gem City Hobby Club, organized by Mrs. Kai
ser.

Left: Chinese Legend Bell. “A young Princess was on the 
way to the Temple and as she approached the gate to the temple 
gardens, one of the monks who had fallen in love with her, made 
a grab for her. She eluded him and ran on into the garden, with 
the monk trying to catch her. When she came upon the steps 
of the temple she was changed into a dragon to escape this 
monk. This bell and holder represents the different parts of 
this legend. The holder is the gate to the temple gardens, the 
dragon on the gate is the princess and the bell is the dome of 
the temple.

Left Center: Monkey God Bell of India: This is a religious 
bell, as the monkey is one of the symbols of the Hindu religion. 
The story of this bell is another legend. “In early Hindu myth- 
logy a celestial nymph, named Anagana, being cursed, assumed 
the form of a monkey. Wed to Vayuth, spirit of the air, their 
son Hanuman became the monkey god.” The handle on the bell 
represents Anagana before and after he was cursed. The bell it
self is engraved with figures of animals.

Right Center: This is a ship bell, off one of the Ohio River 
steam boats. This bell has a very clear ringing tone. This si 
due to the fact that the boat owners and Captains were proud 
of their bells and they would use only the finest. It is said that 
a certain amount of silver dollars were dropped into the hot 
metal before it was poured into the molds.

Right: Elephant Bell of India: The one in this picture is 
the largest one made. It is five and one half inches and is very 
nicely decorated on the top. The red and green colors are made 
up of ruby and emerald dust.
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The historic old mission bells of San Xavier Del Bac, TuC' 
son, Arizona.
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CREEDS OF THE BELLS 
By George /F. Bungay

How sweet the chime of the Sahhath bells! 
Each one its creed in music tells. 
In tones that float upon the air, 
As soft as song, as pure as prayer 
And I will put in simple rhyme 
The language of the golden chime. 
My happy heart with rapture swells 
Responsive to the bells, sweet bells.
“In deeds of love excel, excel!” 
Chimed out from ivied towers a bell, 
“This is the church not built on sands. 
Emblem of one not built with hands; 
Its forms and sacred rites revere;
Come, worship here, come, worship here; 
In ritual and faith excel,” 
Chimed out the Episcopalian bell.
“Oh, heed ye ancient landmarks well,” 
In solemn tones exclaimed a bell;
“No progress made by mortal man 
Can change the just eternal plan: 
With God there can be nothing new; 
Ignore the false, embrace the true. 
While all is well, is well, is well,” 
Pealed out the good old Dutch church bell.
“Ye purifying waters swell,”
In mellow tones rang out a bell: 
“Though faith alone in Christ can save, 
Man must be plunged beneath the wave, 
To show the world unfaltering faith 
In what the sacred Scripture saith: 
0, swell, ye rising waters, swell,” 
Pealed out the clear-toned Baptist bell.
“Not faith alone, but works, as well. 
Must test the soul,” said a soft bell: 
“Come here and cast aside your load. 
And work your way along the road. 
With faith in God, and faith in njan. 
And hope in Christ, where hope began: 
Do well, do well, do well, do well!” 
Rang out the Unitarian bell. 



“Farewell, farewell, base world, farewell,” 
In touching tones exclaimed a bell; 
“Life is a boon to mortals given. 
To fit the soul for bliss in heaven: 
Do not invoke the avenging rod. 
Come here and learn the way to God; 
Say to the world, farewell, farewell!” 
Pealed forth the Presbyterian bell.
“In after life there is no hell!” 
In raptures rang a cheerful bell: 
“Look up to heaven this holy day. 
Where angels wait to lead the way; 
There are no fires, no fiends to blight 
The future life: be just and right. 
No hell, no hell, no hell, no hell!” 
Rang out the Universalist bell.
“To all the truth we tell, we tell!” 
Shouted in ecstacies a bell: 
“Come, all ye weary wanderers, see. 
Our Lord has made salvation free! 
Repent, believe, have faith, and then 
Be saved and praise the Lord. Amen. 
Salvation’s free, we tell, we tell!” 
Shouted the Methodistic bell.
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Ifedicaiedto Karmel Lefevere, Bell Master
and Rivierside Church

The Message Of The Chimes
Words and Mu sic by
Mrs.O.B. KAISER

Note. Choir should sing“Christ the Lord is Risen Today’,’ 
hy C. Wesley,before this song is sung.
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The Carillons of North America

The year 1922 marks three significant events in the history 
of the carillon: the Carillon School of Mechlin (Beiaardschool 
te Mechlin) Belgium, was founded, carillon recitals were started 
in the Loughborough Memorial Carillon in England, and the 
Metropolitan Church Carillon in Toronto, Canada, was inaugu
rated. The first made a center for the revival of interest in caril
lon music in the area of its original development, the second 
established publicly sponsored carillon recitals in the Anglo- 
Saxon world, and the third marked the beginning of the art of 
the carillon in North America.

Before this, four carillons—so far as a sufficient range of 
bells constitutes a carillon—had been placed in the United States. 
We know that on three of these the keyboard and connections 
were too porly designed to permit atristic playing, and that in all 
of them there was something to be desired in their tuning, the 
lack of which prevented music of any vituosity from sounding 
satisfying on them. During the nineteenth century a number of 
large chimes, nearly carillons in range, were placed in towers, 
mostly religious, in both the United States and Canada. How
ever, no musical art of any consequence was developed on any of 
these instruments, nor did they serve as models for the many 
carillons installed later. In short, they were not the type of in- 
stument that would seriously attract a musician.

The establishment of carillon music in North America had 
to be proceeded by the introduction of a series of accurately 
tuned bells and a good playing mechanism. The former occurred 
at the end of the century concurrently with the development of 
bell tuning in England as laid down in the pinciples of Cano 
Simpson, but at first only as a chime. In 1899 John Taylor & 
Co. sent ten ‘Simpson-tuned bells to Iowa State College. It was 
not until 1922 that both factors became combined in a range 
sufficient for virtuoso music. This was in the Gillett & Johnson 
carillon in the Metropolitan Church in Toronto. From the time 
of the installation of this instrument, carillon music began to 
develop in North America. (Copied from Bulletin by permission)

The installation of the first Toronto carillon was followed 
a few months afterwards by the placing of a Taylor carillon, then 
also twenty-three bells, in the Church of Our Lady of Good 
Voyage at Gloucester, Mass., LLS.A. From the time of the in
auguration of these two instruments, the increase in carillon.s 
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in North America became rapid. This was partly stimulated by 
the writings of William Gorham Rice, of Albany, N. Y., the 
greatest carillon amateur this continent has so far produced, 
and who, more than anyone, made the carillons of the Low 
Countries more generally known. It was later influenced by a 
book by Percival Price, the first carllioneur at the Metro- 
itan Church Toronto, now at the University of Michigan. Above 
all, it was made possible by the ability of these two British 
foundries, working according to Simpson’s principles, to supply 
a dignified musical instrument of bells.

ANIMAL BELLS
(with drawings by Ramona Kaiser)

The use of bells on animals dates back to the early days 
of the Greeks and Romans up to the present time. In almost 
every country of the world bells are used on animals as a means 
of protection as well a.s identification by the owners.

Sheep bells of bronze were used in ancient Italy. Examples 
of these early bells can be found in the museum at Naples. The 
sheep made periodical migrations from their lowland winter 
pastures to their mountain summer pastures.

In Africa, the shepherds believed that their sheep would 
gain weight by having bells tied to them.

Sheep bells, as well as cattle bells, are cast of wrought 
metal, being doubled oxer at the angles or cutting and brazing, 
with clappers.

Cow bells range in different shapes the world over. In the 
Swiss Alps huge wedge-shaped bells arc hung from the necks of 
the leader cows. These bells are considered heirlooms by the 
dairymen. In Scotland, bells enable the cattle owners to find 
their stock in case of severe snow storms.

In India, the cow holds a sacred place in the religious life 
of the Hindus. Lord Krishna held the cow in particular esteem 
and the Queen cow usually black and white, is identified by 
special bells, changed only by the Hindoo priests. These cows 
are permitted to roam unmolested in the streets and their milk 
is not to be used by the common people, neither is their slaughter 
permitted in Hindu areas. They are extremely decorative.
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The bullock bells of India are usually made of brass. 
These animals are considered as holy as the cows, inasmuch as 
their duty is to carry the burden of heavy loads harnessed to a 
two wheeled cart or rera. Bells give warning to pedestrians in 
the crowded streets.

In Bali, water buffalo bells are attached around the necks 
of the stocky, horned animals, which are used by native farmers 
as beasts of burden. These bells are made of wood, with three 
cocoa palm clappers.

In farms of southern India, the water buffalo is considered 
sacred and is used in the rice fields and for houling of carts. 
Its milk is used by the people and the dung for various house
hold uses. The bell is spherical in shape and cast of metal.

The elephant bells are made from large sizes to small ones 
and are used around the belly of the elephant in India. They 
are spheircal in shape, with prongs on the shoulder of the bells, 
and small rounded clappers are found within the barrels. They 
are usually of bass and are decorated in brilliant colors of 
green, red, and blue, said to be pigmented from crushed gems. 
These bells protect the elephant against attack by ferocious wild 
animals.

The sheet iron Chinese elephant bell is elongated in shape, 
having a wooden clapper.

In Greece, flocks of goats can be heard for miles around, 
by the unmelodious clanging of wedge-shaped steel bells, with 
clappers resembling long iron nails.

Turkeys in the United States of times have small silver bells 
tied around their necks to prevent them from becoming lost, as 
well as to ward off attacks by hawks and animals of prey. They 
have a flared sound-bell.

Small flared bow bells have been attached to hunting dogs 
while hunting in thick cover. This is said to attract the game 
birds.
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1. Dog bell (Hunting)

2. Horse bell

3« Russian sleigh bells

4« Antique sleigh bell( one of 
a series oa lea^Zrer strap)

During the winter it was once a thrilling sound to hear 
the sleigh hells throughout the American countryside. These 
bells were globular in shape and graduated from large to small 
ones on a leather harnes strap, ranging from seven-eighths to 
three and three-quarters inches in diameter. The clappers are 
made of iron or bronze balls.
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The Bevin Brothers of Connecticut were prominent in the 
manufacture of sleigh bells in this country. Scrap metal was 
frequently used in the making of these and shaped as a ball 
or a bell. Single throated bells had a single slit across them, 
while the double-throated bells had slits at right angles to each 
other.

In countries such as Russia and Switzerland, bells were of 
importance to the traveler. In Switzerland it was thought that 
the sleigh bells resounding throughout the gorges caused ava
lanches and they were seldom used.

In Russia, the bells served as a protection in severe snow 
storms. Siberian sleighs and carriages drawn by teams of three 
to seven horses, had over the middle horse, an arch of wood 
to which was attached a metal strip containing four bells. This 
served not only as pleasant music, but also as a warning to 
other riders.

In lumbering camps, a brass bell is attached to the harness 
of a working horse. This bell has a vibrant sound and can be 
heard through dense forest areas.

The African dog never barks and his master can locate him 
only by his bell. This bell, called, Ngonge, is cut from a solid 
piece of wood, usually globular in shape with one or more 
wooden clappers hung inside with a cord.

A monkey was the inspiration for hanging round gong bells 
in China. During rainy seasons he would acquire a habit of 
hanging upon a tree limb with a fork of his tail in each nostril, 
forming a complete circle.

Bells to the “Ships of the Desert,” the camels, are indispen
sable. The camel caravans across the deserts of Iran, Egypt, 
Morocco, and other Mohammedan countries are important to 
the shipment of goods to markets or bazaars. For years, the tink
ling of the camel bells has served as a guide to those lost in the 
desert, and also to soothe the animals. If they did not carry 
several of these bells, they would lose spirit, as well as their 
appetites. The bells used ranged in different shapes of bronze 
or brass.
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Dedicated in Mr. Perle Whitehead, 
Deputy Regional Executive, Boy Scouts of America 

International Boy Scout March
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An exact replica of the Liberty Bell presented to Mrs. O. B. 
Kaiser of 7400 Drake Boad by the National Council, Boy Scouts 
of America, 2 Park Ave., New York City, by its representative 
deputy regional scout executive Perel L. Whitehead, Cincinnati, 
Ohio (for distinguished service to scoutng).
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THE BELLS OF ENGLAND
By Alfred Perrott-White

It is difficult to determine when the bell was first known 
in England, but certainly for many centuries before the Roman 
Conquest.

The Bell in England has always had a more religious signif
icance than it has in other countries. The ancient Britons and 
their succesors used the bell as a form of praise to their gods. 
The earliest bells known to be hung in Christian churches in 
England were certainly in use before the Roman Conquest, but 
it was not until the advent of the Norman and Gothic styles of 
architecture, with their beautiful towers and spires, which dlowed 
the bells to be hung, that our range of power and tone were 
realized.

of bell ringing in England has also progressed in a 
different manner than that of other countries. The “Round” 
style of bell ringing, more common in Europe, was replaced in 
England at least two centuries ago by a peculiar form of bell 
ringing called “Change Ringing.” Change ringing is basically 
different from round ringing, inasmuch as it is more a variation 
of the musical scale rather than an arrangement of harmonies in 
the form as used in writing music.

Many names have been given to the various type of change 
ringing. Possibly the best known are the Stedman caters, which 
was made famous by the White family of Appleton, a small 
village near Abingdon, Berkshire. The White family for many 
generations has been famous not only for the tone and quality 
of the bells it made, but for the fine bell ringing teams produced 
by the sons of the family. In more recent years the famous 
team of White ringers, under the direction of Frederick White 
and which included six of his own sons, has become the recog
nized world champion of the peculiar style of change ringing. 
They have been known to ring a set of Stedman caters, which 
included over 40,000 changes, continuously over a period of 
fourteen hours. It is very strange, but true, that no music has 
even been wirtten for this type of bell ringing. The rhythm and 
the changes involved are called off verbally by the conductor 
of the team and it is no mean feat for any man to remember and 
be able to call so many various changes without a repetition.

In this style of bell ringing, the bells are mounted on a 
cross axle, to one end of which is attached a large wooden 
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pulley wheel. Going around the pulley wheel, descending through 
the belfry floor to the bell pulling rope room below, the rope 
is allowed to trail a few feet on the ground or floor. At a 
certain point on the rope is a leather foot rest similar to a stirrup. 
Above that is a hand grip of velvet or woven wool, leaving 
several feet of rope between the height of an average man. 1 he 
ringer has one foot in the stirrup and both hands on the hand 
grip-

The first action to be taken before the bells are rung is to 
stand them in a inverted position. This involved a great deal 
of skill on the part of each individual ringer. The ringing does 
not commence until all bells are poised upside-down.

The lead bell in this system of change ringing is usually 
the tenor bell, which is called “Bob Major.” Around this tenor 
bell are arranged the change rings on the scale by the twelve 
or fourteen other bells. Each bell as it swings down to the pull 
of the rope makes a complete turn for each strike of the clap
per. It is very easy for a bell ringer, especially when inexper
ienced, to lose control of a bell, which may weigh one or more 
tons, and many an unfortunate novice has had his skull banged 
against the ceiling of the bell rope room because he did not let 
go of his rope at the right time and was carried up to the ceiling 
On the upward swing of the bell.

The British bell also varies from its continental counter
part, as the bell is struck by the inside clapper around which the 
bell revolves and not, as in the European system of carillons 
where the bells are hung in a fixed position, stuck by an exter
nal actuated clapper operated from a keyboard below.

There are many famous bells in England and it is stUl 
customary in many of the older rural churches for the church 
hymns to be played on the bells, instead of the usual organ ac
companiment. A wonderful musical treat can be had practically 
every Sunday throughout the year at Appleton church, which is 
the home of the White family, where the bells are rung in har
mony and accompanied by the famous male chorus of Oxford 
University.

While this form of bell ringing was delevoping in England, 
another form of bell ringing was developing in an opposite 
direction; namely, the hand bell. The hand bells, like the larger 
ones, produce their note by the action of the clapper inside the 
bell, but the bells are very small in size and made from various 
kinds of metals, many of them with heavy silver content, and 
were held in the hand of the player by leather thongs. I have 
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seen my own father hold as many as six bells in each hand, and 
he could play almost any musical position that you called for 
provided he had heard it previously played.

Until quite recently, and perhaps even now in some remote 
parts of England, this system of hand bell ringing is used. An
other branch of this miniature bell ringing was by means of 
small bells stretched across the room on a rope or pole and 
struck externally with small wooden mallets. The effect was not 
unlike the present day marimba, but I have not seen this done 
since my own childhood, although it, too, may possibly be found 
in the older villages.

Perhaps the best known bell in England and the one which 
produces the most nostalgic memories to Britishers is the big 
bed which hangs in the tower of St. Stephens, which is part of 
the Houses of Parliament and known as “Big Ben.” This bell is 
the hour bell for the big clock which bears the same name. Its 
sound is carried all over the world by the British Broadcasting 
services. This bell, like another famous bell—the Liberty Bell 
of the United States—is cracked. Despite this, the terrific carry
ing quality of its sonorous note can be well judged by the follow
ing story:

Many years ago when Victoria was still a young Queen, 
a young English soldier on guard duty at Windsor Castle, which 
is twenty-two miles away from Big Ben was accused of being 
asleep while on sentry duty and condemned to severe punish
ment. However, he appealed against his punishment and stated 
that he was not asleep at midnight as charged because he said 
he had heard Big Ben strike thirteen times at midnight. The 
subsequent investigation proved that Big Ben had chimed thir
teen times that night at midnight, and this is the only known 
time that Big Ben ever mis-chimed. Fortunate for the soldier, 
had it been any other bell that mis-chimed, he would not have 
heard it.

In conclusion may I say, there are many fine books on the 
art of English bell ringing whose authors are much more quali
fied to tell the fascinating story of the bells than I. I would 
advise any reader of this short article, who is interested, to obtain 
such books.
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FAMOUS ENGLISH BELLS
By Richard White

[Member of an old bell ringer family. Appleton, England)

The most noted rings are found in the English Cathedrals, 
the chief of which is the new ring of twelve bells at Liverpool 
Cathedral, which were dedicated and rung for the first time for 
the homecoming of Princess Elizabeth (now Elizabeth II) and 
Philip after their recent tour of Canada and the U.S.A. These 
bells are the heaviest bells in the world hung for change ring
ing, the tenor or heaviest bell weighing 4 tons, 2 cwt. 11 lbs.

Other notable rings of bells are Exeter Cathedral, twelve 
bells, tenor weighing 3 tons 12 cwt.

Saint Paul’s Cathedral (London), twelve bells, tenor weigh
ing 3 tons 2 cwt.

The Minster Church (York), twelve bells, tenor weighing 
2 tons 19 cwt.

Saint Mary Radcliffe (Bristol), twelve bells, tenor bell 
weighing 2 tons 10 cwt.

Wells Cathedral, ten bells, tenor weighing 2 tons, 16 cwt.
Most of the Parish churches of towns and villages in Eng

land contain a ring of bells. There are several notable rings of 
bells in the village churches of England, among them the ring 
of ten bells at the church of my native village of Appleton, 
which are renowned for their sweetness of tone. The longest 
peal on ten bells was rung here on April 22, 1922, 21,363 
changes of Steadman Caters. This Appleton church was built 
in the tenth century.

There are also several Bourbon bells in England. These are 
heavy bells used as hour bells for large clocks. The most notable 
are at St. Paul’s Cathedral (weight 16 tons), Liverpool Cathed
ral (weight 16 tons). Houses of Parilanment, London, Big Ben, 
(weight 13 tons), York Minster (weight 10 tons). Town Hall, 
Nottingham (10 tons), Christ College, Oxford (7 tons).

One of the White family teams of handbell ringers are 
C. G., T. C., F. A., R., Fred and T. White.

In addition to the information submitted by Richard White 
and Alfred Perrott-White on English bells, bells for weddings 
in the villages are most important. The sweet Dorchester bell 
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tones can be heard in perfect intricate pattern and harmony.
In the rural area of England where outdoor help is em

ployed, the farm bell is most important. The peal of a bell in 
the great out-of-doors carries far and brings the workers in from 
distant fields.

As far back as A.D. 690, Patrick and Cuthbert, famous 
Saints, announced their arrival with the ringing of bells.

At Lloyds of London, there is a bell known as “Lutine,” 
which is rung when a ship is lost at sea. This is to inform the 
insurance brokers at Lloyds of the ship disaster. It has a joyful 
ring when the ship is found. It came from a ship of the same 
name sunk off the British roast in the North Sea in 1799, with 
$6,000,000 worth of gold aboard.

Divers were often employed to salvage valuables aboard 
sunken ships, but World War II stopped this procedure. Lloyds 
are quite proud of this ship bell.

Charles Dickens related a quaint English custom of announ
cing births and deaths. At birth a white kid glove was wrapped 
around the door bells, while during a funeral a wreath or black 
cloth was placed around the bells.

The first known electric bell still tinkles after 110 years. 
In 1840, a scientist connected 2,500 electric wires to a bell. This 
bell is sealed under glass at Clarion Hall, Oxford, and runs for 
five rings.
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THE SINGING TOWER
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The Sanctuary Bells consist of seventy-one bells whose scate 
is entirely chromatic from the largest bell note which is E flat. 
The lowest semi-tone bell is omitted and the highest eighteen 
notes are duplicated. The Carillon was cast and installed by John 
Taylor and Company of Loughborough,, England, and is tuned 
on the Taylor “True Harmonic System.”

The position of the Carillon in the Tower is shown in the. 
accompaying illustration. The bells hang in rows on four levels, 
graduating in weight from the largest of approximately 24,000 
pounds to the smallest of 12 pounds. Their aggregate weight is. 
123,264 pounds. The metal of which they are cast is an alloy of 
Best Selected Copper and English Block Tin. Carillon bells, in 
distinction to Chimes, are stationary and do not swing when 
played. The clappers hang from the inside of the bells, as usual, 
but are moved by a system of levers connected with the clavier 
which is played by the carillonneur in a room below the bells.

The best effects of the Carillon are obtained at a position 
of some two hundred yards from the Tower. The southern and 
western slopes of the Sanctuary are particularly recommended. 
As the sound waves come through the lowest windows, they are 
not carried clearly to the base of the Tower, but spread out
wards as the distance increases. At the proper listening place, 
the music seems to sing out from the upper structure, as if the 
tower itself had burst into song. Hence the traditional name. 
Singing Tower.

From the profile of the bells cut into its square base, 51 
feet wide, the Tower rises through a gradually changing outline 
to a height of 205 feet 2 inches, where its octagonal summit is 
but 37 feet wide. This is crowned by panels of roses and palms. 
The eight buttresses are pointed by symbolic herons, each of the 
four males carrying a fish in its beak and the alternating females 
feeding their young.

The Tower weighs 550 tons and is anchored to a reinforced 
concrete mat supported by 160 reinforced concrete piles. When
ever possible southern materials have been used in the con
struction of the Tower by the builders, Horace H. Burrell & 
Son. The grey Creole and the pink Etowah marble are from 
the Tate quarries of Georgia. The coquina rock was excavated 
at Daytona and is similar to that first used by the Spaniards in 
building the fort at St. Augustine.

Besides the' Bell Chamber, the Tower contains two copper 
steel tanks with a capacity of 30,000 gallons, used for watering 
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trees and plants surrounding this Sanctuary. The entire ground 
floor 'has been reserved as a single, high-vaulted hall lined with 
Etowah marble and appointed as a study for Mr. Bok, with many 
features, like the carved mantel, of distinguished beauty.

The spirit of the Sanctuary is legended by the sculptor, Lee 
O. Lawrie, in the marble grilles of the east and west windows of 
the Tower Hall. These show traceries of a man sowing a garden, 
and of a boy feeding cranes, peacocks, and flamingoes. Instead 
of the usual Gothic gargoyles, conventionalized birds are pro
fusely used in the carvings of the Tower. Massive eagles with 
folded wings terminate the upper balconies and are flanked by 
panels of doves carrying laurel or oak as tokens of peace and 
strength. The freeze encircling the Tower above North Door 
depicts pelicans, herons, and the fabled characters of the goose, 
stork and fox, the hare and tortoise.

ST. PETER BELL
One of the heaviest bells known that is in use is now in 

Vatican City, Rome, Italy. Its weight is 18000,600 lbs.

OLD BELLS OF THE WORLD
By Mrs. 0. B. Kaiser

Bells originated when man had advanced to the art of 
Metallurgy. It is said that if one could trace far enough back 
metal bells would be found in the history of every race in the 
world. The American Indians, African Negroes and the inhab
itants of the East and West Indies and the South Isles within 
our knowledge had no metal bells until the advent of Eurasian 
foreigners. Among these people, the drum in its various shapes 
with stages of development was and still is their favorite instru
ment. The native hand bell is a gourd, exquisitely colored and 
carved.

Bells of China

Long years ago, before the time of Confucius, there dwelt 
in China a kind a practical ruler who wished to see justice done 
to all. He had a large bell placed outside his wall, above the 
gate, that those who were in trouble might ring it and receive 
help. He who rang it undeservedly was whipped. So runs one 
of the innumerable bell legends out of the land termed “the 
mother of bells.”
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From earth’s fused metals man fashions what he will, 
weapons of war or implements of peace. The Chinese race was 
pacific. They absorbed the “conquering hordes” and went on 
building temples and shrines the length and breadth of their 
land, and in them placed bells—prayer bells of all sizes and 
shapes, funeral bells, some to be tapped beside the corpse to 
drive away the evil spirits, others to be rung between prayers 
in the funeral service.

China’s bells were not limited to temple uses. The placing 
of a small silver bell on the wrist or ankle of a new-born boy 
baby (that the evil spirits might mistake him for a girl and thus 
pay little or no attention to him) was a customary practice in 
many parts of China. Beside the general use of bells in homes, 
on gates and shop doors, and before wayside shrines, they were, 
and still are, used very commonly on animals. These bells are 
of many shapes and sizes, especially the rather extended sleigh- 
bell type hung in strings or singly on camels, ponies, mules, and 
even Pekinese dogs.

Another curious Chinese bell is a heavy iron unpierced 
ball which tinkles pleasantly when shaken or rolled, on account 
of metal pellets within. It is a conjurer’s bell from Shanghai, 
and about one hundred years old. The bell is six inches in 
circumference, and heavy. The trick is that the conjurer swallows 
it, and by thumping his chest makes it ring, after which he 
regurgitates it. Without long years of practice from early child
hood such a trick is impossible.

Beli.s of Tibet

Tibet has an old, old proverb which says “a thief will never 
steal a bell,” but one doubts its authenticity in the case of the 
noiseless bells of the Tibetan prayer wheel. The prayer wheel 
in itself is an object of interest with its hand-wrought metal base 
and frame, with its revolving prayer-inscribed cylinders and 
six flower-shaped, hammerless, clapperless bells which are 
avowedly and unashamedly termed ornamental. One would like 
to know the story of the lama who so patiently and laboriously 
constructed this ancient prayer device that he might more easily 
secure merits from Buddha. Another old bell which is used in 
the lama temple service is carved and hollowed out of a single 
piece of wood about eighteen inches in diameter and much 
resembles an American sleighbell in shape, though not in size.
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Bells in India

Have you heard the story of the monkey king who long, long 
ago rescued the beautiful bride of Ramah of India, who had been 
carried away to Ceylon by a wicked deity? If so, you already 
know about the Hanuman or monkey temples in India whose 
open portals face south toward Ceylon. A bell hangs in the door
way in front of the monkey image within. The devotees ring 
the bell each time they pass the opening as they march around 
the outside of the temple, with folded hands, and repeat their 
prayers. Hanuman worship is not one of fear or of deep 
religious intent, but, rather, appreciation of and friendliness for 
the monkey king’s act of kindness with a desire for continued 
monkey guardianship. A missionary brought one of these Hanu
man temple bells back to the United States with her. It is made 
of a metal that has a clear and even piercing resonance, with a 
robed monkey image for its handle.

Bells in Egypt

Bells were used in Egypt in the ancient worship of the God 
Osiris, the greatest benefactor of that land, the introducer of 
knowledge, religion, laws and the arts and sciences. In an 
Egyptian Sarcophagus, dating back to 1800 B.C., was found a 
metal bell. However, the Egyptians were fighters and if ever 
bells were numerous in that land, the successive wars must have 
destroyed most of them. There is an interesting table bell in 
common use in Egypt and other Eastern Mediterranean countries. 
It is a mortar and pestle, which made its debut in 1453, when 
Mohammet Bey became ruler of Turkey and its possessions, in
cluding Greece. The Mohammedans have no use for bells, as 
they believe that they disturb the slumbers of the dead who 
inhabit the air about them. Moreover, Mohammed no doubt 
feared lest the bells of the Christians in Greece be used for call
ing an insurrection against him. At any rate, he passed a decree 
that no bells could be used save on animals. The mortar and 
pestse was the clever substitute adopted at that time by the Greek 
matrons to meet their household needs.

Bells in the Old Testament

It may have been through the Egyptian captivity that the 
Israelites became acquainted with bells. Our Bible is excep
tionally free of bell references save for the directions for making 
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the robe of the High Priest and the completion of it at the time 
of the building of the temple 951-944 B.C. “And beneath upon 
the hem of it, thou shalt make pomegranates of blue and of 
purple and of scarlet, round about the hem thereof, and golden 
bells between them round about; a golden bell and a pomegran
ate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, upon the hem of the robe 
round about.” Josephus tells us further that at that same time 
Solomon ordered golden bells placed on the roof of the temple 
to keep off the birds.

Bells in the Christian Church

The Christian church was born in Rome but the first Chris
tians were a hunted, persecuted group forced to meet secretly in 
catacombs. When early in the fourth century Constantine the 
Great made Christianity the official religion of the Roman Em
pire, the Christians probably used hand bells to call the people 
to services. It was the Bishop of Nola, who, around the close of 
that century, hung the first bell on the roof of a church. This 
church was in Campania and legend has it that the bell was a 
brass kettle struck by a hammer. Until recent years, and maybe 
even now, the people of Rome celebrated on Saint John’s Night 
or Midsummer’s Eve, a modernized version of an old pagan 
ceremony. In 1903 Mrs. Evelyn Riley Nicholson brought back 
from Rome one of the small clay bells which were rung on Saint 
John’s Night through the streets to the gates of Saint John to 
drive out the evil spirits; after which the gates were closed and 
the people returned to their homes safe from such pernicious 
influences for another year.

In 680 A.D. another missionary. Saint Cuthbert, introduced 
bells into England. Soon each hamlet had its church and each 
church its bell. These bells were the clocks and almanacs for the 
community, not only calling the people to religious services, 
weddings, funerals, and the like, but announcing such commnual 
interests as the time for rising and retiring, seeding and harvest
ing, and even the weekly use of the church ovens for baking.
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These first bells were generally made of one or two fla 
pieces of metal bent into shape and riveted together. They were 
never very large until after the introducUon of bell casting, A.U. 
1300 All bells were made in monasteries unUl the art became 
commercialized within the more recent centuries. Great BriUm 
was known as the “Ringing Isle,” or as Handel put it, the beU 
was “England’s National Instrument.

Soon after the advent of bell casting, ±e countries of 
Northern Europe became bell conscious and vied with each other 
for number, size, and quality. Russia produced one of the larg
est the two-hundred ton Great Bell of Moscow, whose voice was 
never heard. Cast in 1737, the great fire of Moscow passed over 
it and so weakened the metal that a huge secUon broke loose 
when the bell was released from the mold. It was ninety-nine 
years later before the bell was raised from the casting pit.

The carillon was born in Belgium and Holland, countries 
acoustically adapted to the music of the singing towers. Great 
masters painted within the sound of their inspiring tones. Towns 
were made famous by their chimes and carillons.

Bells Silenced by War

The first World War took a terrible toll of Europe’s musical 
instruments of the air. The late conflict was even deadlier in its 
destructivity. Russia’s bells mainly disappeared with her religion. 
Such of England’s bells as were not destroyed by bombs were 
silenced by edict to be rung only in case of an invasion. In May, 
1940, Hitler confiscated all the metal bells of Germany, including 
church bells for war purposes. War-torn Europe vibrated to 
screaming shells and whining bullets—bombs and bullets made 
out of metal which as bells should have been ringing out peace 
and concord among the nations.

The first bell cast in this country was recast from a bell 
made in England. It is our famous Liberty Bell which was rung 
to celebrate the independence of our country. If bells had souls, 
one might think it not unnatural for the voice of the one to 
break, as it did, under the strain of living up to its inscription, 
“Proclaim liberty throughout all the land, unto all the inhabi
tants thereof,” at a time when the Negro was being enslaved in 
the South and the Indian massacred and driven from his lands 
by the domineering white man. Let us pray that the time will 
come when our country will recast its famous bell into a vital, 
vibrant instrumant that can joyfully and truthfully proclaim 
liberty throughout all lands and unto all the inhabitants thereof.
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There is an unusual, eight-inch hand hell, dull with its aging 
copper, yet bright in the fact of its accomplishment. At the close 
of the World War a Negro soldier in France constructed this 
bell out of a pound shell with a thirty-two rifle shell for its 
handle, a slug for the clapper with crude conventional poppies, 
and inscription, “Metz, France, 1918” carved on its sides with a 
jackknife. The hope of the world again lies in the transformation 
of strife into peace as symbolized by this bell.

“Peace on Earth, Good Will to Men, Sing the Bells”

The Christmas message carrying its benediction of peace 
and good will is an age-old, world-wide song. Out of Mongolia 
comes a large antique camel bell used in the past in a caravan 
trekking to and from Peking. Its dull tones reverberate as the 
cylindrical wooden clapper swings back and forth. On its sides 
are characters which means “under heaven, great peace,” and 
bats pictured at rest and in flight. The character “Fu” stands for 
“bat” and the word “blessed” or “blessing”; so out of an ancient 
land and time comes the song which the angels sang “under 
heaven, great peace and blessings,” which surely means “peace 
on earth, good will to men.”

The preceding excerpts were taken from The Methodist 
ITOman, December, 1941, and permission was given by its Edi
tor to use this material written by Mrs. Lloyd H. Rising for my 
book. (She was the wife of a Methodist Minister.)

An old Light’s Mechanical Dictionary claims China has the 
largest bell in the world, weighing 1,700,000 pounds and meas
uring 17 feet 21/2 inches in length. This bell is found in the 
Buddist Temple in Jeddo-Klahroth. Its weight is four times 
greater than the great Moscow bell and 56 times larger than the 
great bell at Westminster, England.
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Clock Bell of Strasburg

In an old book given to me by a friend I found the follow
ing history of the old Astronomical Clock. The book dates back 
to 1879.

The Astronomical Clock (with chimes) of Strasburg was 
begun in 1352 under the direction of Bishop Berthold of 
Bucheck and finished two years later by an unknown artist in 
the time of John of Lichtenberg. It was made of wood and fas
tened to the wall with stone brackets supporting it. This clock was 
divided into three parts, the lower part contained an astrolabe, 
in the middle of the clock was a universal calendar, in the upper 
division were seen figures of the Three Wise Men and the Virgin 
with Child, carved also of wood. At every hour they would conae 
out from their hiding place and bow before the Virgin. As this 
was being done, the chimes would be put into motion and the 
cock near by would begin to crow and flap its wings.

On the evening of St. Urban’s day 13o2 a tall middle-aged 
man, clothed in a rusty suit of coarse serge, knocked at the door 
of the Episcopal palace in the ancient city of Strasburg. Half 
concealed under his clock was a roll of parchment. He stood 
there listlessly until the butler asked him to enter. He was 
taken before the Lord Bishop. He refused to disclose his name, 
but stated his reason for coming by saying, “I can make you a 
clock the like of which has never been erected before. Here are 
my plans.” The Bishop had faith in him. Rooms were fitted up 
for him, material collected, but he was never allowed to pass 
beyond the precincts. During the progress of the work the Bishop 
would stop in to see how the artist was faring in this marvelous 
experiment which had never been tried before. Two years later 
the work was completed. This clock was called The Three 
Sages.”
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CLOCK OF STRASBURG
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It was very usual at every hour to see the Three Wise Men 
come before the Virgin and perform the semblance of worship 
before the Virgin and Child. This clock not only told the 
minutes and hours, but would divide the year into its respective 
months, alloting to each its exact number of days of the week. 
It resembled a Gothic tower and steeple. At regular intervals 
were large dials; on the upper, were the hours and quarters 
marked in gold; on the second was the Julian calendar, the third 
was an astrolabe. In a large niche above the dial of the hour 
sat a figure of the Virgin holding the infant Jesus. On the 
pinnacle of the spire was a huge brazen cock. The people of 
Notre Dame heard of this wonderful clock and wanted one made 
for them. This enraged some of the people of Strasburg. They 
decided the people of Notre Dame should never have a clock 
like this one, so they blinded the artist-inventor. After the artist 
recovered from his tragedy, he made up his mind the people of 
Strasburg should not have this clock either—and said, “Ingates, 
I have struggled all my life for this accomplishment of one 
work. I have achieved it and for your benefit,” and, pointing to 
his eyes, “this is my reward.” Tears started down his cheeks and 
he cried out, “I have sworn it and I must keep my oath.” He 
ascended the ladder used that day in hanging a painting of St. 
Sebastian, took up a short bar of steel and broke the wheels and 
pinions of the clock apart. Descending the ladder, he cast his 
burden into a well, piled on stones to hide the wheels and pinions, 
then disappeared into the unknown. He was, many years after, 
found by Bishop Berthold in a convent dying. His name was 
never disclosed to the end, but before he died he told him he 
Avas dismissed from a convent, how his love of science and 
mechanism alone accupied his mind, sleeping and waking, out
weighing his love for Heaven or his own salvation. He said that 
Heaven had punished him for his presumption because he idol
ized his work instead of God.

In 1547 another clock was suggested by a pupil of Berlin 
named Conrad Dasypodius. In 1789 this clock ceased going. 
In 1836 a resolution was adopted to have it repaired. This was 
done and the clock was again begun in 1838. Much of the 
remainder of the old clock of Strasburg was used as the fine 
case and ornaments. He also altered the old calendar into a 
pepetual calendar.
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Bells of Italy

(The home of the first bell originated)
At a very early date in Italy the custom was to hang bells 

in towers that were separate from the churches, as is customay 
to hang them in towers or steeples today. The most famous of 
the Italian bell towers are the Campanile of St. Mark’s in Venice. 
The Round Campanile of Pisa, better known as the Leaning 
Tower, is another. It was begun in 1174 and finished in 1539. 
It was believed that when the tower was being built the founda
tion from the one side sank and, rather than to rebuild the entire 
foundation, the builders adjusted the weight of the upper stones 
so that it would not fall. The people there consider the Campanile 
of Florence the most beautiful tower in the world.

The Angells Bell

The morning Angelus began in 1318 at Parma, Italy. It 
(Noon Angelus) was used formally always on Friday. Then it 
was extended in 1456 to change it to other days of the week by 
Pope Collistus III, prayers for peace were said as the bell could 
be heard for many miles. Whenever, in the field or woking in 
the home, the bell was heard, everyone stopped working and 
bowed his head in prayer. Here is a picture famous artist Millet 
painted. It was considered the most costly painting of modem 
times. It is entitled The Angelus of Jean Francois Millet (1814- 
1875).

The evening angelus owes its origin to the curfew bell, a 
reminder that whenever it was heard it was time for people to 
be in bed and time also for evening prayer to be said. The 
Angelus originated in the memory of the visit of the Angel who 
told Mary she was to be the mother of Jesus. The hours for this 
devotion are always at 6.00 a.m.. Noon and 6:00 p.m. The 
signal is three strokes and thrice repeated, followed by nine 
strokes in succession. For more than 600 years it has pealed 
forth daily in Italy.

Hand bells were used in Italy in 400 .4.D.
The Feast of St. Baulimus is celebrated on July 25th of 

every year and in many cities of Italy small clay bells costing 
not more than a penny are sold in great numbers to the poor 
people on that day.
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Ireland

About A.D. 440, St. Patrick went from Gaul to Ireland 
taking with him some workers. After he had founded monas
teries there, he had metal bells made and sounded by striking 
with a gong, then, later the clapper was added which left one 
hand free to the ringer.

It is possible that clappers were then added to most of the 
old bells around that time. However, some of the larger bells 
suspended in church towers in various European cities until quite 
recent times were rung by being struck like a gong.

The Irish have always held bells as sacred relics and pre
served them to hand down from one generation to another. These 
bells have been handed down over a thousand years. It was the 
custom of families to place sacred bells or other relics under 
the guardianship of some special family selected for that pur
pose, and a generous grant of land was allowed to go with the 
trust for the support of the family. In case of fire, this keeper 
of the bell must see that is saved before anything else in the 
household. The sacred bell of St. Patrick, with many relics and 
manscripts, has been preserved in this way. Had it not been for 
this custom, the Irish people would not have known today of the 
first Christian bells. Some of these bells are still preserved as 
having belonged to St. Patrick- One of them, which is broken, 
is called The Broken Bell of Brigio. It is said that St. Patrick 
had this bell in his hand when he had his last encounter with 
the demons of the north, so when he found that the violent ring
ing of the bell was not sufficient to rout the enemy, he flung the 
bell with all his might into a thicket of their ranks, and frightened 
the enemy so that they fled and were so terrified they didn’t 
return to the Island again.

Another St. Patrick bell is called “The Black Bell” and is 
consideed the oldest bell in Ireland. In St. Patrick’s will it was 
requested that this bell was to be buried with him. Later it was 
exhumed and taken to the jewel shrine of St. Patrick in the year 
of 1100 and placed in a beautiful shrine.

Bells of this period resemble an ordinary cowbell though 
they were much larger—about 12 or 13 inches high.

It was 680 A.D„ 250 years after St. Patrick went to Ireland, 
that bells were introduced into England. It was not until the 
11th century that bells appeared in the towns of Germany and 
Swiss churches.
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Swiss

Sleigh bells were used as chancery bells in Switzerland. 
The Swiss have a curious tradition that the baptized bells in 
Switzerland be taken on a trip to Rome every year during Pa.<(- 
sion Week, getting them back in time to be rung on Easter 
Morning.

In other foreign countries this custom is carried out and 
cherished in some villages! The return of the bells on Easter 
morning is celebrated with great festivities and merry making. 
At some of these festivties a large bell formerly was used as a 
punch bowl (turned upside down) and often many of the vil
lagers drank to excess during this celebration. The ceremony of 
bells-baptism was discontinued by the Protestant countries after 
the Reformation.

India

Have you heard the story of the monkey king who long ago 
rescued the beautiful bride of Ramah of India, who had been 
carried away to Ceylon by a wicked diety? You no doubt have 
heard of the Monkey Temple of India whose open portals face 
south toward Ceylon. A bell hangs in the doorway in front of 
the monkey image within. The devotees ring the bell each time 
they pass the opening as they march around the outside of the 
themple with folded hands and repeat their prayers. This bell 
is made of bronze.

The Water Buffalo bell is generally made of wood with a 
wooden clapper. Some are made of brass also. The sacred 
cowbell is worn only by the Queen Cow of India. These sacred 
cows roam around the streets at will and are never slaughtered 
or eaten by the natives.

The Indian sweetmeat bell is used in shops in India selling 
many sweets in plates all about the store. When a customer 
buys a sweet he lifts it from one of these plates. Whenever a 
sweet is bought the bell is rung by Halwize, a sweetmeat maker 
who sits in the center of the shop, keeping his balance by holding 
onto the bell chain which is suspended from the ceiling by a 
chain.

A one-horse carriage with two wheels is used to carry ladies 
from one place to another, also to Temple gatherings. As they 
proceed to the Temple they keep the curtains drawn so the 
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passersby eannot see them, lhese Tango taxis are licensed by 
local municipalities. The Tango bells decorate the horses necks. 
Rich men in India own very decorative Tangos.

Gurwara Cymbals are used in India to proceed the appear
ance of the new moon. A celebration is held by the Sikhs in 
Gurdwara, a Sikh temple. The natives attend this celebration to 
listen to reading of the Holy book, written by Guru Hank. At 
this celebration held in the morning the Sikhs sUnd and sing 
their spiritual songs and play drums and loudly clap their 
cymbals. After the celebrating, which lasts 24 hours, a pudding 
is served by the Phais. This is a religious rite that is observed 
at all important ceremonies.

Bullock bells are just as holy as cow bells as specified in 
the article in this book on animal bells. These bells are used on 
beasts of burden because traffic is very heavy in India and is 
necessary to warn the natives of their coming.
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Bells of England

The Bells of St. Mary’s. Inspiration for this song was writ
ten and dedicated to St. Mary’s Church, the Mother Church of 
Southampton. C)n the original site of Hampton (Home Town) 
was the district surrounding the Saxon church of St. Mary. It 
was rebuilt by Queen Matilda, wife of King Henry I of England. 
She died in 1118. The church remained until 1550 when it was 
destroyed during French attacks.

1 his church was reconstructed by Archdeacon Brideoaks in 
1711, and was enlarged by the Canon of Guildford and entirely 
rebuilt by Canon Wilberforce, grandson, of William Wilberforce 
(who was a leader to abolish slavery) as a memorial to his 
father, Samuel, Bishop of Winchester. At the dedication Prince 
Edward of Wales laid the foundation stone on August 12, 1878. 
The building was entirely built except the tower and spire which 
was later completed in January, 1914. Canon Lovett placed the 
cross on the top of the spire. The dedication was November, 
1920. The first peal of bells chimed on June 27, 1914. These 
bells were presented by Mary Wingrove.

In some parts of England bells rang a muffled peal on 
Holy Innocents Day in memory of the massacre of the early 
Christian martyrs. This was called the Holy Innocent Bell.

The Passey Bell was used in England when a person was 
seriously ill to drive away the evil spirits from the patient.

The Death bell was rung when people passed away. A 
large bell was rung for adults and a small bell for children. 
Three strokes for male and two strokes for female. It was 
tolled for one hour.

The Curfew bell dates back to the 9th century when Alfred 
the Great ordered the inhabitants of Oxford to put out their 
fires every night at eight o’clock. William the Conqueror en
forced this custom about two hundred years later. This custom 
was brought to America by the Pilgrim fathers. In a few towns 
of New England this custom is being carried out today. In 
Charleston, South Carolina, as late as 1851, two bells rang every 
night at eight and 10 o’clock. In the summer at seven and nine 
o’clock. The first bell was the signal for young children to go 
to bed. At the second stroke of the bell the watch for the night 
was set and after that no servant might step outside his master’s 
house without a special permit.

At Oxford, England, the big bell in the Christ Church 
called Great Tom, is given 101 strokes every night at nine o’clock. 
A regulation somewhat like the curfew law was made for a short 
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time during the World War.
The Pancake bell is associated with the curfew bell on. 

Shrove Tuesday. The curfew bell was the signal to stop the 
eating of pancakes. Shove Tuesday, which comes forty days, 
before Easter Sunday, or the day before Ash Wednesday, was 
the day for eating pancakes, in much the same custom as we 
eat turkey and pumpkin pie on. Thanksgiving Day. The bell 
rings at four o’clock in the morning for the people to prepare 
for Lent. They collect all the suet, lard and drippings m the 
house to make into pancakes, for this is the last day they may 
eat butter for the forty days of Lent. They wished to take ad
vantage of this before Lent started.

In some places a signal was given at mid-day to put pan
cakes in the griddle and cook. Shakespeare refers to a pancake, 
for Shrove Tuesday and also in Poor Richard’s Almanac, 1684,. 
we find this rhyme: “Hark, O hear the Pancake Bell and fritters 
make a gallant smell.” Long ago England believed that when 
Christ was born the devil died and bells were muffled and tolled 
solemnly for his passing an hour before midnight on Christmas 
Eve. At 12 o’clock the tolling changes to joyful caroling to 
celebrate Christ’s birth.

In many places, however, the bells rang on Christmas Eve 
at sunset, for, according to the old church usage, the real begin
ning of Christmas was at sunset on the day we call Christmas' 
Eve. All churches that have bells tuned to the difficult notes 
send old familiar Christmas hymns floating out on the air, 
perhaps the most often heard from the belfrey at this time is 
“0 Come All Ye Faithful.”

Belgium Bells

The following was taken from Mr. Kamiel Lefevre’s book 
“Bells over Belgium.”

The author, Kamiel Lefevre, was for many years the assis
tant and student of the great carillonneur, Jef Denyn, at Mechlin, 
Belgium. He came to the United States in 1924 and since 1927 
has been associated with the Riverside Church, New York City, 
where he became carillonneur for the Laura Spelman Rockefeller 
Memorial Carillon. The song “The Message of the Bell” on the 
opposite page was written by Mrs. 0. B. Kaiser especially for 
this book and is dedicated to Mr. Lefevre. It is to be played 
from the bell tower by Mr. Lefevre in the near future. (Quoted 
from his letter to Mrs. Kaiser.)
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Carillon music has also played a large part in the many 
traditional observances of which Belgium, probably more than 
any other country of its size, has such a great and varied number. 
They take the form of processions, pilgrimages, medieval page
ants and historical celebrations, and the carillon is still the 
finest interpreter of the old and traditional folk songs which 
accompany them.

Art and literature have often found their inspiration in the 
soft music of the bells, carillons. Archive and historical docu
ments show Belgium at one time possessed as many as 110 caril
lons. Wars, revolutions and fire throughout the past centuries 
have been responsible for the destruction and disappearance of 
about 50, the largest number being melted into canons during 
the French Revolutionary Period. World War I took a toll of 
12 carillons while World War 11 destroyed another four. Some 
of these bells have been restored.

During the German occupation of Belgium 1940-45, one of 
the greatest distasters in the history of bells struck in the country. 
By order from the German authority in July, 1941, all bells and 
carillons were to be confiscated. This was a terrible blow aimed 
at the very soul of the people. The bishops, in a collective letter, 
filed a protest with General Von Falkenhausen. “The Bell,” 
they said, “cannot be transferred without the consent of the 
ecclesiastical authorities. We will never consent to a confisca
tion which, under the present circumstances would have no other 
result that the use of them for war purposes.”

The Antwerp Cathedral with its two carillons dates back 
to the 14th and 15th centuries.

Mr. Lefevre said in his book “Bells over Belgium” that 
Bruges is called the Venice of the North. To learn more about 
this interesting bell tower of Bruges I would refer you to his 
interesting book. The actual date of the present carillon of Bruges 
is 1743 and it has 47 bells. One can find other towers of interest 
in this interesting book too. It was with the kind permission of 
the author and publishers that 1 have been able to impart to 
you some facts concerning some of these bells in carillon towers 
abroad.

There are said to be approximately 250 carillons in the 
world, with 30 or so of them in the United States. No doubt 
many of the world’s carillons were silenced during the holiday 
season just passed because of the depredations of war. How
ever, in America, the ringing of our carillons this holiday sea
son took on sweetness that has been missing for four tragic year.
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Probably our best known carillon in America is the 
Singing Tower at Mountain Lake, Florida, which the late E • 
ward W Bok gave to the nation in memory of his grandparen . 
TO. .ingins tLe, ri... to 203 tee.. I. . ;
gia pink marble and coquina stone of Florida. It has 71 be 
f; all which weigh from 17 pounds to 11 tons each. Thet carrillon 
was cast and installed by John Taylor and Company, of Lough 
borough, England. The metal of which the be Is are cast is an 
alloy of Best Selected Copper and English Block Tin. At 
proper listening place, some 200 yards from the Tower, th^ 
music seems to sing out from the upper structure as if the_to r 
had burst into song. Hence, the traditional name. Singing Io
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ANCIENT BELLS
By Mrs. 0. B. Kaiser

A bell is usually defined as a hollow metallic instrument 
sounding when struck with a hammer or with a clapper from 
within. A bell may be cup-shaped with flaring edges, saucer
shape or spherical. The uses of a bell are numerous about the 
world today.

Primitive bells were usually made from wood, clay, horn, 
as well as metal, dating back thousands of years. In the ancient 
capital of Assyria, among the ruins of Ninevah, small bronze 
bells were uncovered from the site of Nimrod's palace.

In China, bells date back as far as the fourth century before 
Christ, and were made from bronze and iron. The huge bells 
outside the temples were usually struck with hammers, as were 
the gong-bells which were shaped like shallow dishes suspended 
from a framework and struck with a padded stick. Symbolic 
and religious figures are oftimes found on these bells. A bell is 
called tsiang-tsiang or tang-tang.

In the religious riles of Confucious and Buddha small, 
tinkling bells were used.

In New Hebrides, bells were made from hollow tree trunks, 
fashioned with a clapper or clappers hanging between them. 
Sound is made by stiking the outside of the trunks with a hard 
wooden mallet. Examples of these crude bells are in existance 
as a bell grove.

Although, bells in the Orient were associated with religion, 
it was not until after the Fourth Century that the Romans associ
ated them with this particular custom. Bells were used in Chris
tian Rome to call people to worship, while prior to that time 
they were used to call bathers to the public baths. It was not 
until A.D. 400 that a Christian bishop, Paulinius, conceived the 
idea to fasten a bell on the church top, instead of using a bell 
ringer with a hand bell. This hanging bell was made from a 
large brass kettle and was struck with a hammer to call the 
worshipers to service.

In India, sacred cattle roam the streets of the cities. Woe 
to the man who molests a blessed Hindu cow. Around the neck 
of the cow is an elaborate metallic bell with intricate engraving 
embellished with color and wedge-shaped.

In one of the primitive sections of India, women wear bells 
placed upon them during marriage. These women of the Naga 

— 87



tribe must wear these bells at all times in order that their hus
bands can detemine whether or not they are idle.

Silver is worn on the ankles of the dancing girls of India, 
fashioned into anklets with small knobs containing loose pebbles. 
This gives forth a tinkling sound when the dancer stomps her 
feet during the dance.

The Indian gong bells are made of 100 parts copper and 
20-25 parts tin.

The largest bell is claimed to be outside the Buddhist Temple 
in Jeddo in Klaproth. It weighs 1,700,000 pounds and is 17 feet 
21/2 inches in height, weight is four times greater than the great 
Moscow bell and 56 times larger than the great bell at West
minster, England. The second largest bell, 155 tons, is sus
pended in an ancient Buddhist Temple in Japan.

The great bell at Amarapoora in Burmah is slung on a 
triple beam cased and hooped with metal, resting on piers of 
brickwork. In the upper part iron chains are visible, around 
which the metal of that portion was strung to strengthen it at its 
point of suspension. This bell weighs 260,000 pounds and is 
12 feet in height.

The regular accessory of primitive Japanese bands was a 
bell suspended from a tripod. Hand bells were used in addition 
to the suspended bell.

The Lamas of Tibet use a combination of bells, cymbals, 
tamorines, conch shells ,trumpets and whistles. The trumpet is 
sometimes fashioned from the thigh bone of a man’s deceased 
father, while the bells are hung from the neck. This equals a 
memorial service of great honor to the deceased.

Bells were used to ornament the garments of men and 
women, as mentioned in Exodus XXVIII, 34th verse, when 
golden bells were alternated with pomegranates upon the hem of 
the high priest’s robe. The harlequins of the middle ages used 
tiny bells to decorate their costumes.
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The Liberty Bell....

It was in June of 1753 that the Liberty Bell of history, weigh
ing 2080 pounds, was finally hung on its massive wooden frame 
in the steeple of the State House of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, 
with its famous inscription: “Proclaim Liberty throughout all 
the land until all the inhabitants thereof.—Lev. XXV, vs. 10.”

As the State House Bell, the Liberty Bell had all the duties 
of the official town bell. For one thing, it was used to call the 
Assembly to meeting and this function had a sort of echo, for 
members tardy or absent were fined and the fines were turned 
over to the Pennsylvania hospital, the first true hospital boasted 
by the colonies.

The Bell was also used to announce the opening of the 
Courts, and to call town meetings in the State House Yard. It 
rang in celebrations and in indignations; it rang in honor of 
King George HI and in objection to his government; it rang to 
object to the stamp taxes and to call a town meeting to complain 
aganist buying and drinking tea; its ringing was borrowed by 
churches which were without bells; it was used as a fire alarm 
bell; it rang in celebration of peace and of victory; it greeted 
visiting bigwigs and tolled for the deaths of great men; it per
formed humble duties as well as giving services of honor.

Throughout the years the Liberty Bell repeatedly called 
indignation meetings. In 1773 it rang for the meetings which 
turned back the tea ship “Polly” without unloading cargo, while 
in Boston the more celebrated tea party brewed a whole harbor 
full of cold tea. The ringing of the Liberty Bell upon receipt of 
news of the Battle of Lexington in 1775 gathered a great con
course of 8,000 people in the State House Yard to agree “to 
associate for the purpose of defending with arms their lives, 
liberty and property against all attempts to deprive them of 
them.’

In 1777, when the British took Philadelphia, “the bells of 
the city’ were removed for safety so that they would not be cap
tured by the British, and in Allentown, Pa., the famous bell was 
hidden for almost a year beneath the floor of Zion Reformed 
Church,
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It was in 1835, while tolling during the funeral procession 
of John Marshall of Revolutionary fame, that the Liberty Bell 
suffered its famous crack. Previously the Bell had tolled upon 
the deaths of every one of the great men of the Revolution, and 
John Marshall was the last of the great men of that era. Victory 
Rosewater, in his authoritative book entitled, “The Liberty Bell,” 
says: “The Revolutionary - mission of the Bell here reaches its 
completion.” He points out that the Liberty Bell but three years 
before had tolled the death of Charles Carroll of Carrollton, the 
last survivor of those whose signatures were affixed to the Dec
laration of Independence. Two years later it had tolled for 
Lafayette, and before that for Thomas Jefferson, George Wash
ington, Richard Henry Lee, John Adams, Benjamin Franklin, 
and Patrick Henry.

The skilled fingers of Kamiel Lefevere bring forth majestic 
voice of the world’s largest carillon, 72 bells, located in the Sing
ing Tower of New York City’s Riverside Drive church.
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VaUe4^ Memo^ual Bell ^044fe/t

At historical Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, stands the beau
tiful new Memorial Bell Tower, erected by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution ... a fitting tribute and shrine to the pat
riots of our Continental Army who met and overcame the sever- 

^jest of hardships for the cause in which they believed. Here, at 
Valley Forge, these soldiers of General Washingtion battled the 
rigors of a relentless winter, despite the fact that they had little 
food, clothing and shelter and despite the fact that their coun
try’s fortunes were at their lowest ebb. And from Valley Forge 
these soldiers finally emerged to win our precious American 
Liberty.

Now the Daughters of the American Revolution have com
pleted the Memorial Bell Tower at Valley Forge, in memory of 
X)ur intrepid patriots. Began October 1, 1941, and dedicated 
^pril 18, 1953, in D.A.R. ceremonies, the tower cost about $356, 
000. Its height is 112 feet, and there are 56 bells in the Carillon, 
48 of these bells standing for the States of the Unon. i

Although this Memorial Bell Tower of Valley Forge is not 
one of the tallest in the world and does not contain so many bells 
as several other well-known towers, it still rank as perhaps the 
finest bell tower in the country, for these reasons: First, the 
belfry was especially designed for its bells; second, the tone of 
the bells is so lovely and harmonious; and third, its location on 

ground at such a nationally historic site is unsurpassed, 
being ideal particularly in that the bells may be heard so far 
and the tower seen for miles around.

The Daughters of the American Revolution have every rea
son to be proud of their part in the raising of funds for this 
exquisite Memorial Bell Tower.
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Grateful Acknowledgments

Mrs. Edward G. Mead (Oxford)
Mrs. Dwight Prescott (Massachusetts Bells)
Mrs. Ben. H. Williams, National Chairman, Valley Forge Bell 

Tower Completion, N.S.D.A.R.
Mrs. Lowell F, Hobart, Sr., Honorary Pres General N.S.D.A.R 
Miss Gertrude Carraway, Editor, D.A.R. Magazine
Mrs. Thos. Burchett, National Chr, Press Relations, N.S.D.A.R, 
Mr. Kamiel Lefevre, Carilloneur for Riverside Church, N.Y.C, 
The Belgian Government
Chesapeake & Ohio R.R. (The Rail)
Louisville & Nashville R.R. (J. L. James)
Southern R.R. (Mr. B. F. Young)
Mrs. Claude W. Pound
The School of the Ozarks
Mr. Frank P. Law (Carilloneur of Valley Forge)
Mr. Melvin Corbett (Carilloneur of N. A.)
Prof. Arthur L. Bigelow (Prinston University)
Mr. Alfred Perrott-White
Mr. Elvan Dudgeon
Mrs. G. Lyle Ringland
Capt. Charles Wood
Miss Laurabel Mooney (Cover design)
Mrs. Lois Springer (Hobble Magazine)
Frederick Way Jr.
Capt. Wm. J, Invin (Boat Bells)
Capt. E. C. Mace (Boat Bells)
Mrs. Hart, Valley Forge Gift Shop
Mariner’s Museum
Mrs. Lloyd H. Rising (Methodist Woman 1941)
The Advocate, Miss Anna Stephens
Mrs. Myers Y. Cooper
Barbara F. Allen
National Cash Register Co.
Mr. DeWitt Saunders
St Paul’s School, Concord, N.H.
Notre Dame University
’The Cincinnati Post
The Cincinnati Enquirer
Daily Sentienal-Tribune, Bowling Green, Ohio
University of Toronto
Mr. Perle Whitehead, Deputy Evecutive, Boy Scouts of America 
Meenely Bell Co.
VanDeusen Bell Foundry
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Mr, Walter Draper, Chr. The Cincinnati Transit Co.
Mr. Fred, C. J. Dell, American Tansit Association, N.Y.C.
Mrs. R. A. Routsong
University of Michigan
Mr. James T. Golden, Jr.
Floyd Walter (City of Albany, N. Y.)
The Band Wagon (Editor and Publisher)
Richard White (English Bell Ringer)
Cincinnati Bell Ringers & Clock Co,
Whittemore Association, Inc., Boston
American Bell Association
United Hobby Clubs of Cincinnati and Ohio
Also to others who sent photos, etc. on the subject of bells,

Grace E, Kaiser (Mrs. O. B.)
Knight’s American Mechanical Dictionary Vol, 1 pps. 266-68
Encyclopedia Britannica
Early Cincinnati Directories
The American Encyclopedia and History of Music
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