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W. G. RICE'S VOORORACHT 

Voordracht van den beer Wt1liam Gorham ']{.ice : 

The growth of the interest in Carillons 
in the United States 

21 

The Burgomaster and Council oJ Mecblin, Mr Denyn, Dr van Doorslaer, 
The Carillonists of Belgium and Holland and French Flanders, and 
udies and Gentlemen : 

To be at Mechlin at this time and to represent the United States 
of America upon the committee for this celebration, is a great pleasure 
and a much appreciated honor. If interest in the events before us may 
be measured by length of journey taken to be present here, 3000 miles 
with an ocean crossed are my credentials. 

Yet such a voyage is well rewarded when it lets me bear a part in 
so splendid an ovation as that of last night to the great beiaardier Jef 
Denyn, and to participate in the heartfelt felicitations which have come 

to him from far and near. His footsteps following in those of his honored 
father, Adolph Denyn, fulfill fine tradition. His long devotion to a great 

community music adds new distinction to this ancient city, for his skill, 
manifested so magnificently on that keyboard high in St. Rombold's 
tower, is more and more known in many lands. But beyond all this, it 
is affection for Jef Denyn himself which has drawn us here; Jef Denyn 
the courteous gentleman, Jef Denyn with qualities of mind which make 
us admire him as a man, Jef Denyn with qualities of heart which endear 
him as a friend. Long may he continue to receive happiness in his 

companionships with young and old, with new acquaintances and with 
long valued friends; long may he continue to give joy to all in summer 
evening recitals with folk songs and patriotic hymns, with bergerettes 
and sonatas, and with those exquisite and unsurpassed preludes, which 
reveal himself - a soul in peace, among the stars. 
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And at the very beginning I want also to give a greeting to Mr Van 
Zuylen of Gouda, to Mr Nauwelaerts of Bruges, to Mr Brees of Antwerp 
and to many others among the carillonists. And to Mr Verheyden of 
Antwerp and Dr Van Doorslaer of Mechlln, who both have devoted 
themselves so faithfully to the success of this Congress, and a greeting 
to Mr Starmer and Miss Taylor of England, and the many other friends 
always held in sincere regard. 

From the Governor of the State of New York I bring a salutation 
to His Eminence Cardinal Mercier, and standing again in Mechlin near 
the great Cathedral, I offer a personal tribute of reverence and affection 
to that Cardinal, as the savior of Carillons. 

But we have come to Mechlin for something more than to exchange 
congratulations and greetings. We have come from towns north and 
south, from countries east and west as lovers of the carillon art to take 
part in a unique Congress - a Congress the like of which has not occurred 
In the long history of the Low Countries. Assembled here are those 
whose homes are widely separated but whose thoughts are close together 
in one great purpose. Here we are to explore the noble past of the 
carillon art and here we are to rejoice in its present vigor. And thus 
doing, it is In the hope that the future influence of this majestic civic 
music may be immeasurably enlarged. Never should it be forgotten that 
existing through centuries, this music has been an element in the national 
development in the Netherlands both north _and south. 

To you who are active in the practice of the carillon art, I would 
say much is expected from the interchange of ideas here. Accomplish
ments of great importance are possible. The technique of playing should 
be advanced by the music you hear. The selections for programs and 
automatic play should be bettered both by the available compositions 
brought to your attention and by the higher standards indicated. And 
the sense of cooperation should be developed from new acquaintances 
made and old friendships renewed. In brief, every active carillonist should 
return to his own tower with a new sense of opportunity, yes, of duty 
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to make his carillon, on every occasion and for every hour night and day, 

an inspiring influence in his community. 
Possibly you have noticed that I use the word « carillonist ». I propose 

in so doing to mark this Congress by the presentation of a new and 
much needed English word. We have « organist », « violinist », and 
« pianist ». Now I offer you the word « carillonist ». 

Not often do three events so notable combine in one celebration. Of 
the Denyn jubilation and the meeting of the Congress, I have already 

spoken. But there is still another occasion for rejoicing as we meet here 

- an occasion which though mentioned after the thirty-fifth year of splendid 
service of one man and mentioned after the first Congress of many 
carillonists, is nevertheless entitled to high consideration. This third 
element of rejoicing is that together we are privileged here to assist 
in the inauguration of the long hoped for School of Carillon Instruction. 

To Mr Henry de Coster, who originated this project, an expres
sion of appreciation and congratulation is due at the commencement 
of its realization. Who can predict the far reaching influences of so 
admirable a conception? Certainly from it should go forth for service 
in Belgium and in other countries, men, and I hope women too, well 
trained In the technique of the carillon keyboard. But those public 
spirited citizens who are aiding this plan with their sympathy, and 
counsel, and financial support, have ideas of usefulness extending 
beyond technical training. They feel that the graduates of this school 
should know the association of the carillon with the underlying spirit 
of the Low Countries, and should feel the part this music can play 

elsewhere in promoting civic progress. Those who go out from Instruc
tion here and are in future years to make the voice of the most 
majestic of musical instruments heard, should be fully persuaded of 
the power residing in carillon music. They should feel that this music 
can add joy to daily personal occupation, that it can promote a kindly 
municipal spirit, and that it can awaken and confirm and enlarge 
true patriotism. 
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The distinguished committee which has organized this conference, 
has asked that something should be said about carillon conditions on 
the other side of the Atlantic. Good fortune, happily for myself, but 
unexpectedly, has made me the representative of this music in America. 
Not in the honorable occupation of a carillonist it is true, but as an 
historian of its worth and charm in the Low Countries and as a prophet 
of its future in America. So, in what I have to tell you today, I shall 
venture to speak of myself as an historian and prophet. 

Strange as it may seem to those who from childhood have dwelt 
in the atmosphere of bell towers, even te words « carillon », « beiaard », 
« klokkenspel » were almost unknown in America a few years ago. Some 
of us who live there had heard carillon music as we had traveled through 
your inspiring old cities. Few of us had listened to it intelligently. Then 
about 1912, as your historian wandered through Belgium and Holland, 
his interest and admiration were aroused. He began to desire to know 
about this unusual musical instrument; he began to ask himself why 
it was bells here so delighted the ear; and he began to put questions 
to others. Few definite answers through could he, at first, obtain. So 
he climbed tower after tower, two score or more, and studied their 
bells until every important carillon in the Low Countries had been 
visited; he searched in the great libraries, even in Paris and London ; 
he sought out antiquarians; he read local pamphlets; even he visited 
many carillonists in their homes. To make a long story short, by 
research continued through years, your historian finally found answers 
to his questions. As a result, he published in London, New York, 
and Canada, two books. Incidentally you may like to know that a 
third book is in preparation which with some prophecies will include 
knowledge gained in the last seven years of study. This third book 
you are asked to aid by sending to him at Albany, N. Y., United States 
of America, any facts new or old or traditions, or stories, or pamphlets 
concerning any carillon. 

The earliest of the two books mentioned was entitled « The Caril-
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Ions of Belgium and Holland ». Strangely enough, it was actually the 
first book in any language which gave a comprehensive view of the 
carillon in all its aspects - historical, civic, music, and literary. Its 
writing was finished just as the great war began and it was published 
with many special illustrations at Christmas time, 1914. A year later 
came the second book under the title « The Carillon in Literature ». 
Both books have had a wide circulation in English speaking countries, 
particularly in the United States, the first having gone through four editions. 

Led by the desire to have those many Americans who do not 
read Dutch or French know the poetic imagery the carillon evoked, 
your historian translated into English several carillon poems. Among 
these are « Onder 't Klokkenspel » by Marie Boddaert, « j'aime le 
carillon » by Victor Hugo, and these verses by Baudelaire 

II est amer et doux, pendant les nuits d'hiver, 
D'ecouter, pres du feu qui palpite et qui fume, 
Les souvenirs lointains lentement s'elever 
Au bruit des carillons qui chantent dans la brume. 

These translations appearing in the New York Times and other 
newspapers, have had a wide circulation. 

Leading magazines also from time to time have printed extended 
articles by your historian. Equally important are adresses he has given 
- about 35 in all - in various American cities. These addresses have 
told of the origin and development and civic value of the carillon. 
They have been illustrated by lantern slides from special photographs 
and by music records. The music records came from the carillon at 
Bournville, England, the only successful records as yet available. Though 
several attempts have been made, it is a great regret that no satis
factory reproduction of the playing of Mr Denyn has been obtained. 
Who does not hope that soon some indication of that master's skill 
may be secured in a permanent form which will spread his fame even 
beyond its present wide bounds ? 
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Of the addresses mentioned, two were in New York City. The 
first was before the Century Club there, and among the several hundred 
hearers were well known architects, painters, musicians, professors, 
editors and publicists. The second lecture in New York was at the 
Colony Club, where were gathered many women and men actively 
devoted to civic progress. In Washington were two lectures, both under 
the auspices of the Arts Club. Present there were representatives of 
the political and social life of the capital, and members of the diplo
matic corps. In Philadelphia, again, there were two lectures. The first 
was before a club of University women. The second was in the foyer 
of the Academy of Music. 

Possibly you· know how much the radio or wireless is used in 
giving talks and concerts, broadcasting it is called, to thousands through
out the United States. In June of this year, your historian was invited 
to give an address by this radio wireless method from Schenectady. 
The Schenectady broadcasting station is said to be the most powerful 
in the world. Probably not less than 20,000 people scattered throughout 
the United States and Canada listened to this address. Many letters 
came from widely scattered cities and villages telling how well it was 
heard and of the interest it created. Such letters were from points even 
a thousand miles distant from Schenectady. You may like to know 
that one talk given .from this station at Schenectady, was heard as far 
east as the Azores in the Atlantic, and as far west as Los Angeles, . 
a citf in the State of California, on the Pacific Ocean coast of the 
United States. 

Exhibits of carillon material have also been made at Washington 
in the Smithsonian Institute, at Albany in the State Education Building, 
and elsewhere. 

All these activities are now beginning to bear fruit. Particularly is 
it a great satisfaction to announce to you that the first carillon in the 
United States has just been installed and that already from its tower 
have been given many recitals. This carillon is in the tower of the 
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church « Our Lady of Good Voyage ». in the City of Gloucester, not 
far from Boston. Gloucester is on the Ocean and many of the con
gregation of the church are fishermen and of Portuguese descent. It is 
a moving sight to see these men dressed in their oi1 skins go into 
this church to pray before sailing out to sea. And as they depart from 
land in their boats and as they return home, the bells of this carillon 
will ring out to them a farewell and a welcome. The Church of 
Our Lady of Good Voyage is built ln the Portuguese style with an 
exterior of ecru stucco. There are 25 bells in the Gloucester carillon · 

- two full chromatic octaves, played from a keyboard only. The bells, 
agreeable in tone and perfect in tune, were made at the Taylor foundry 
in England. The largest bell has a diameter of 43 inches and weighs 
about 700 kilos. It gives the note of G flat. The smallest bell is 11-1/l 

inches in diameter and weighs 14 kilos. 
G. B. Stevens, an organist of Gloucester, is the carillonist, and he 

has made excellent progress in playing during the short time he has had 

opportunity to use these bells. The first recital took place July 23, only 
three weeks ago. Playing is to be on Sundays at four o'clock and every 
week day evening in the summer. The carillon was consecrated on 
Sunday, July 3, by Cardinal O'Connell of Boston, the ceremony taking 
place in the presence of 2000 people. Garlands of roses decorated the 

bells, and following the custom of olden times, each was specially 
named, with leading men and women of the city standing as sponsors. 
Cardinal O'Connell Is himself a composer of hymns and has lately 
himself played some of his own compositions upon this carillon. 

Likewise, it is a great satisfaction to tell to you that the first carillon 
in Canada has recently been installed in Toronto, a city of 500,000 inha
bitants situated in on the shore of Lake Ontario. 

The Toronto carillon is of two chromatic octaves, with the two 

lowest half tones omitted. The largest bell weighs about 3500 kilos. It 
is a low A in pitch. The Torento carillon hangs in te spire of the great 
Metropolitan Methodist Church. Its bells are mellow In tone and of fine 
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quality troughout. Gillett and Johnston of Croydon, England, are the 
makers. They also supplied an elaborate automatic cylinder which plays 
tunes by means of perforated paper rolls. The rolls are similar to those 
in use in automatic piano players, and can be changed as often as desired. 
The carillonist is Mr. F. P. Price, an accomplished young organist of 
Toronto, who told me as I watched him play, that once he saw 
M. Nauwelaerts strike a few notes on his keyboard in the Bruges Belfry 
and that also he had heard the automatic play in St. Rombold's tower. 
Mr. Price has attained an excellent technique and this, combined with 
his thorough knowledge of music, em1bles him to give good programs. 
These are making many people in Canada agreeably acquainted with 
carillon music. Recitals occur each Sunday morning and also on announced 

week day evenings. Though the Toronto ca,illon tower is in a busy part 
of that city, there are fine open spaces in front of and around its spire. 
Close by is the great St. Michael's Hospital and many of the patients 
there much enjoy the carillon melodies. The carillon and its complete 
mechanism is the gift of Mr. Chester Massey, a leading agricultural 

machinery manufacturer of Canada. He gave it in memory of his wife 
and her love for bell music. 

To be mentioned also are two sets of bells founded in France 
and brought to the United States about fifty years ago, each set inten
ded to give at least two chromatic octaves. One is at Buffalo, N. Y., 
the other at Notre Dame, Indiana. At Notre Dame, the play is auto
matic only. At both places the bells are so out of tune or inadequately 
equipped mechanically, that they can hardly aspire to be counted as 
carillons. 

As to the future, while no definite announcement can be at present 
made by your historian-prophet, there is in the United States hope of 
several carillons of the first order. Harvard University, near Boston, a 
great institute of learning, has before it a report of a committee of 
its Alumni definitely recommending, among other suggestions, a carillon 
and tower as a memorial to the 371 of Harvard's sons who died in the 
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World War. Simcoe, Ontario, Canada has already ordered in England 
a carillon as a soldiers' memorial . Various other groups - patrio.tic, 
cultural, religious - in New York, Boston, Washington and elsewhere 
are turnirig toward the carillon as best embodying the memorial or 
other ideas these groups have in mind. 

That you may comprehend more clearly what has been done on 
the other side of the Atlantic, brought from the United States and 
arranged in the Athenee Royal hall nearby is an exhibit of American 
carillon material. Included in this American exhibit are the books 
and some of the magazines already spoken of, with proofs of illustra
tions and pictures of the Gloucester and Toronto carillons. 

No review of carillon progress in America would be complete 
without at least reference to what English and American poets and 
prose writers have written of this music. To quote even briefly from 
all those famed in literature would occupy much more time than 
that so generously allotted to your historian . Rossetti, Thackeray, 
Stevenson, George Macdonald, Hilaire Belloc, Thomas Hardy, are 
English names at once recalled. Of American authors only four or 
five will be mentioned and but a few words of what they have said 
can be given. « The Belfry of Bruges » by Longfellow its first part 
called « Carillon », rightly comes first. Written in 1843, after he had 
climbed to the carillon chamber, it more than any other literary utter
ance made the Low Country bell music known in his day. Wonder
fully he gives the atmosphere created by carillon music at night and 
in the songs of the belfry Flanders' history lives again. 

Graze Hazard Conkling, in 1915, wrote a short poem « The Bells 
of Termonde ». From it I quote these lines : 

The bells that we have always known, 
War broke their hearts today. 
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They used to call the morning 
Along the gilded street, 

And then their rhymes were laughter, 

And all their notes were sweet. 

The Termonde bells are gone, are gone, 

And what is left to say? 

And Katharine Warren has written in her « Carillon at Antwerp » 
this : 

Each hour of day and night 
Is circled, dark or bright, 

By startled silvery clamor of the bells, 
Telling of time in flight. 

Still pealing, swift or slow, -
These hours that measure so 

The making and the breaking of men's lives, -

They go, they go, - they go. 

When Walter Damrosch, Director and Leader of the New York 
Symphony Orchestra, was in Europe a year ago with his orchestra which 
gave successful concerts in several of the great cities of The Low Coun
tries, he went to Mechlin to hear Mr Denyn play upon the carillon. Upon 
returning to New York, Mr Damrosch wrote your historian : « No words 
can describe the marvelous effect of the tone vibrations as they seem to 
melt and mingle with the rays of the evening sun under Denyn's magic 
touch. » 

Finally there is the fine descriptive poem of Henry Van Dyke, written 
in 1915, when United States Minister to The Netherlands. It is entitled 

« The Bells of Malines, August 17, 1914. » And how better can I close 
a carillon address at Mechlin than by reciting these spirited verses? 

De heer Rice droeg hier Henty van Dyke's gedicht voor. 
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